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For over a decade, PWI has been bringing the wrestling arena (and the locker 
room) to the fans. No other wrestling magazine that covers the entire spec- 
trum of the sport can boast of the same quality writers, editors, and photogra- 
phers. PWI is acknowledged worldwide as the best! 


EXCLUSIVE FEATURES 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, providing the most 
complete coverage of wrestling available anywhere. From the great staff of 
writers, through the dramatic peak-action Photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling action at its best. PWI includes 
exclusive features you can’t get anywhere else: Our comprehensive “Arena 
Reports” ... Eddie Ellner’s lively and controversial “Off The Top Rope”... 
An incisive ‘‘Press Conference” with one of the sport’s top stars .. . Extensive 
“Ratings”... ‘Scouting Reports”... “Time Capsules” ... And don’t forget: 
Your subscription to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page year-end issue, 
priced at $3.50 on the newsstand (if you can find it!). 


THREE WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 


® Now available for the first time, a six-month subscription to PWI. Six power- 
packed issues will be delivered right to your door for just $15. 
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Don’t miss a single issue! Subscribe today! 
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UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITY? 

| have a message for Crush: As 
a fan, | can accept that you blind- 
sided “Macho Man” Randy Sav- 
age. | can also accept you using 
Mr. Fuji as your manager. But I'll 
never accept you waving Fuji’s 
Japanese flag in the ring after 
you've won a match. Every time 
you do that, you’re doing your own 
country a big injustice. 

You're a native Hawaiian—did 
you forget that Japan bombed 
your home state during World War 
1? You must be unsure of yourself 
at the moment or you wouldn’t be 
doing such an un-American deed. 
Besides, as long as you’re with 
Fuji, you might never get a shot at 
the WWF World title. As far as | 
see it, he has you exactly where 
he wants you. 


was... 


While Crush has every right to use Mr. Fuji as his manager, reader Paul Grabowski 


Hey, Crush: You better wake 
up before it’s too late. 

PAUL GRABOWSKI 

Chicago 


ROYAL RUMBLINGS 

| enjoyed your feature on the 
WWF’s Royal Rumble (“After- 
shocks: How The Royal Rumble 
Shook Up WrestleMania!” May 
1994). One man you failed to 
mention prominently was Sparky 
Plugg. Here is a rather inexperi- 
enced wrestler who was barely in 
the WWF for a few weeks before 
he got a shot to compete ona 
pay-per-view card. He lasted 
21:45 in the Rumble before being 
eliminated by Shawn Michaels. 
That’s longer than the Steiners, 
Diesel, Jeff Jarrett, Tatanka, 
Owen Hart, Doink the Clown, and 


doesn’t understand why the Hawaiian waves the Japanese flag after victories. 
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Keep an eye on Sparky Plugg, notes 
reader Dana Wasserman, who was 
impressed with his performance in the 
Royal Rumble and his victories over 
Rick Martel. 


Randy Savage, to name a few. 
Plugg’s performance must have 
given him a lot of confidence, 
since he’s defeated Rick “The 
Model” Martel several times since. 
Beating a veteran like Martel is by 
no means an easy feat. | can’t 
wait to see him start facing the 
toughest competition the WWF 
has to offer. Plugg is definitely a 
star to watch out for in the years 

ahead. 

DANA WASSERMAN 
Huntington, WV 


BOSS ISN’T BOSS 

| found your story about The 
Boss in the May issue (“Warning, 
WCW Criminals: The Boss Has A 
Warrant Out For You”) interesting, 
but farfetched. The Boss is intimi- 
dating and talks tough, but | don’t 
think he can back up his words 
with actions in the ring. If he feuds 
with any of WCW’s toughest and 
smartest rulebreakers (i.e. Big 
Van Vader, Rick Rude, Steve 
Austin), he’ll be in over his head. 
He got the best of Rude when he 
beat him in an unscheduled match 
at Center Stage Theater in 
December, but, having had time to 
prepare, Rude got his revenge at 
Starrcade. 

Boss may have gotten the best 
of Vader when he was special ref- 
eree for the Ric Flair-Vader match 
at SuperBrawl, but give Vader 10 
fair matches against Boss and 
he’d win at least eight. Boss still 
has a lot to prove before I'll con- 
sider him great. 

BOBBY GLAMER 
New Orleans 


STILL “DIRTY” TONY 
Sorry, but I’m not ready to jump 
on “Dirty White Boy” Tony 


Tony Anthony may again be Smoky Mountain champion, 
but reader Stacey Greene isn’t sure the “Dirty White 
Boy” has cleaned up his act. 


Anthony’s bandwagon just 
because he’s the Smoky 
Mountain champion again. 
Anthony’s still as mean as 
he’s ever been. | think he 
only became a fan favorite 
out of convenience. That 
was the only way he’d get 
a lot of title matches 
against rulebreaker Brian 
Lee. Look at the way he 
finally beat Lee—by 
cheating and getting help 
from manager Ron Wright 
in a Tennessee chain | 
match. 
| don’t care what any- 
one says, Tracey Smoth- 
ers is still my uncrowned 
SMW champ. He de- 
stroyed “White Boy” in a 
feud last year and never 
fairly lost the belt to Lee. 
Smothers should be get- 
ting most of the title shots 
now. He’s the best 
wrestler in that federation. 
STACEY GREENE 
Morristown, TN 


DUSTIN’S SLUMP 

What’s happened to Dustin 
Rhodes? Late last year, people 
were starting to her- 
ald him as a future 
world champion. 
Then he lost the U.S. 
title to Steve Austin 
in a questionable 
decision at Starr- 
cade. Since that 
happened, he’s been 
wrestling in a lot of 
tag team matches 
with various part- 
ners. He did come 
4 very close to winning 
| the WCW TV title 
from Lord Steven 
Regal at Clash of the 
Champions XXVI in 


January. 
All in all, though, 
he’s stuck in a 


slump. If it lasts much 
longer, he might get 


While Dustin Rhodes has plenty of ability, he 
appears to be in a slump of late. Reader Shawn 
Crane worries that if it lasts much longer, Rhodes 
may no longer rank in WCW’s first tier of stars. 


Ps 


pushed out of the title picture in 
WCW. | would hate to see that 
happen, because | think he is 
loaded with talent. What he needs 
to learn now is how to shake off 
defeats and bounce right back. 
When he realizes that, | truly 
believe he will win a world title. 
SHAWN CRANE 
Greensboro, NC 


“TOYING” WITH SHANE? 
| thought Shane Douglas had 
more sense than to associate with 
Sherri Martel (“Unwrapping The 
New ‘Boy Toy’: Sensational 
Sherri—Trying To Turn Shane 
Into Shawn,” May 1994). Sherri is 
nothing but trouble. She'll stick by 
a man for just so long, then even- 
tually turn against him and do 
what’s best for herself. Just look 
at her track record with men like 
Shawn Michaels and “Macho 
Man” Randy Savage. 
| like Douglas’ ability a lot. He 
was great when he and Rick 
Steamboat won the WCW World 
(Continued on page 50) 
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PADPDPENING 


By Bill Apter 


ae a 


Guest referee Roddy Piper makes the three-count, as Bret Hart locks Yokozuna to pin the WWF 


World champion. The title is Hart’s second, and avenged a controversial loss to the sumo star at 


WrestleMania IX a year ago. 


RET HART MAY not be the 
best wrestler in his own fami- 
ly, but he’s now the best wrestler 
in the WWF. If that sounds like a 
contradiction, then you didn’t see 
WrestleMania X from Madison 
Square Garden, where both things 
happened. 
First, Bret was pinned by Owen 
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Hart to open the pay-per-view. 
The younger brother, who’s been 
feuding with the “Hitman” of late, 
was especially brutal. He merci- 
lessly pounded Bret’s injured left 
leg before reversing an attempted 
victory roll for the pin. 

Despite the injury, Hart perse- 
vered and wrestled World champi- 


on Yokozuna in the second World 
title match on the card. In the first, 
the sumo star retained his belt by 
beating Lex Luger on a controver- 
sial disqualification. Luger had 
bumped and shoved guest referee 
Curt Hennig, who disqualified 
him. 

Yokozuna couldn’t make it two 


in a row, however. Hart rolled out 
of the way of a banzai drop and 
covered the Samoan for the pin, in 
a match officiated by former WWF 
star Roddy Piper. 

The best bout of the day was 
for the Intercontinental title, where 
champion Razor Ramon with- 
stood a challenge from former 
champ Shawn Michaels in a wild 
ladder match. Both wrestlers used 
the ladder as a weapon, and it’s a 
wonder no one was hurt serious- 
ly—or that the ladder was still 
usable! Ramon finally entangled 
Michaels between the ropes, 
climbed the ladder, and pulled 
down both his |I-C belt and 
Michaels’ nonrecognized belt. 

In other titles matches, Alundra 
Blayze kept her World Women’s 
belt, pinning Leilani Kai. And The 
Quebecers are still World tag 
team champs, despite a loss by 
disqualification to Men on a 
Mission. 

For pages and pages of full 
color coverage on WrestleMania 
X, pick up the August edition of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated, on sale 
May 17. 

WCW held a European Cup 
Championship tournament on its 
recent tour of Germany. Sting 
won the final, conquering Big Van 
Vader. Incidentally, Vader did his 
best Killer Kowalski impression 
in Munich, with Cactus Jack 
unwittingly playing Yukon Eric. 
Cactus lost much of his ear during 
a match against the former WCW 
World champion Vader. 

The most unfortunate team on 
the tour had to be Paul Roma and 
Paul Orndorff. The pair of Pauls 
performed pitifully, losing to 
assorted combinations of 2 Cold 
Scorpio, Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell, and ... Johnny B. 
Badd. 

“Scorp and Marcus wrestle very 


Ric Flair grabs at the foot of Lord Steven Regal during one of their 
“Marquis Of Queensberry” bouts. WCW World champion Flair and TV cham- 
pion Regal split the four scientific matches. 


prettily by themselves,” Badd com- 
mented. “I! make them prettier still. 
Paula and Paulina never stood a 
chance!” 

What would happen if two of 
the world’s top wrestlers went at it 
in strictly scientific matches? 
That’s what happened in WCW 
not long ago when two of its title- 
holders—World champion Ric 
Flair and TV champion Lord 
Steven Regal—baitled under 
unusual conditions. The five- 
minute “Marquis Of Queensberry” 
bouts were held before judges, 
who picked a winner a la boxing. 


Neither title was on the line. 

The result? Flair and Regal met 
four times, and each won twice. 
Each also gained respect for the 
other. “Lord Steven has a great 
array of technical moves,” Flair 
said. “I don’t always care much for 
his attitude, but he’s wonderfully 
talented. A heckuva competitor.” 

Said Regal, “For a commoner, 
and an American at that, he’s a 
superb wrestler. | would love to 
have faced the old man in his 
prime. According to the videotapes 
I've seen, back then he was quite 

(Continued on page 52) 
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ICHAEL JORDAN’S ill-fated 

attempt at becoming a major 
league baseball player drew 
absolutely no raised eyebrows, 
but plenty of interest, from profes- 
sional wresilers. Any mainstream 
journalist who took the time to 
research the situation would have 
learned there are many two-sport 
athletes in the world, and many of 
them are wrestlers. 

Football/wrestling: Steve 
Williams, Big Van Vader, Lex 
Luger, Ron Simmons, Brian 
Pillman, Dusty Rhodes, Scott 
Putski, etc. 

Baseball/wrestling: Randy 
Savage. 

Basketbail/wrestling: Giant 
Gonzales (El Gigante). 

Sumo wrestling/wrestling: 
Yokozuna. 

But no research or interviews 
were conducted with these suc- 
cessful two-sport athletes and the 
media continued propagating its 
favorite bias: that there is some- 
thing inherently wrong with the 
concepi of two-sport athletes. 

Am | the only one who's noticed 
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It's Randy Savage vs. Giant Gonzales, 
but this is also baseball vs. basketball. 
Neither Savage nor Gonzales could 
reach the major leagues of their origi- 
nal sports. Savage became a wrestling 
superstar; Gonzalez fell by the wayside. 


that the media reserves special 
disdain for athletes who try to 
excel at two sports? Look at the 
treatment the media have given 
Jordan, Bo Jackson (football/ 
baseball), and Deion Sanders 
(football/baseball.) in their at- 


tempts. It was if they were com- 
mitting some heinous crime 
against the natural sports order. 

Interestingly, the media didn't 
have as much to say about two 
white athletes who tried to do the 
same thing: Danny Ainge and 
Dave DeBusschere (both basket- 
ball/baseball). Hmmm. 

The thing is, it's perfectly natur- 
al for athletes to want to succeed 
at two sports. You'd have a hard 
time finding a baseball player who 
did nothing but play baseball or a 
basketball player who did nothing 
but play basketball. Most success- 
ful pro athletes lettered in two or 
three sports in high school and 
made their final choice only when 
they were forced to under the 
restrictions of college scholar- 
ships. Some of them don’t make 
the choice until years later. 

It’s only natural for these ath- 
letes to turn to a second or third 
love, or for them to try again at 
their first love, even though they 
are best at their second love. Not 
all pro athletes do it for the love. 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Hulk Hogan hails from which California beach community? 
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Or. ISN'T IT, to call Terry Funk champion of an Organization based in 
Philadelphia? The sport's walking definition of Texas might tell you, had he not 
held that title, he'd rather lose a dozen Texas death matches in a row than consent to 
represent a league north of Amarillo. 

Then, a moment later, he'd tell you that it’s all about winning, no matter where you 
win, whether it's Houston or Philly or Fiji. Full of contradictions; that’s Terry Funk. 

Here's another contradiction: A man approaching 50 holding a respected title while 
maintaining an imposing schedule on the independent circuit. That, too, is Terry Funk. 

Chronological age is meaningless to this man who craves action like all of us crave 
oxygen. Like the shark, if Funk doesn’t keep 
moving forward, he dies. More precisely, his 
career does. 

The day after Christmas last year, Funk cap- 
tured the ECW belt. He beat Sabu, who prides 
himself on being a maniac. In that feud, though, 
Funk is the real maniac. Sabu may be faster, 
stronger, more athletic. All Funk is is more 
determined. He may be the only man who can 
force Sabu to look over his shoulder. 

Shane Douglas is another man who thought 
Funk would represent only a small obstacle 
toward glory. Then he squared off against the 
Texan in a taped-fist match. After Funk knocked 
him out, Douglas looked like he knew he should 
have taped his mouth—shut—rather than his 
fists. 

Since his pro debut more than a quarter-century ago, Funk has faced many com- 
petitors like Sabu and Douglas. He is likely to face many more. Beating the veteran is 
one of the best ways to make a reputation. Whether they be rookies, up-and-comers, 
or down-and-outers, Funk enjoys sending them home wondering what they did wrong 
that night. He had the answer for all of them: The biggest mistake you made was sign- 
ing the contract to face me. 

Funk wasn't always so confident. First, he had to emerge from the shadow cast by 
his father, Dory, and older brother Dory Jr. Constantly they challenged Terry to match 
their accomplishments. They prodded him as vigorously as they prodded their cattle 
on the Double R Ranch. They forced him to become a young man on a mission. 

Of course, he responded magnificently, and later thanked them for pushing him so 
hard. On the night he won the NWA World title from Jack Brisco in 1975, he told 
everyone his biggest task would not be defending the belt against various tough oppo- 
nents, but upholding the honor of the Funk name. 

For a lot of people, the words “honor” and “Funk” don’t belong in the same sen- 
tence. It's a fair criticism. The Funks at times have even been proud to be called rule- 
breakers. Terry especially has never been shy about using chairs or chains or brass 
knuckles. For him, they’ve just been modest means of defending himself. He’ll never 
apologize for that. 

His actions often have been indefensible, but it's easier to root for him when he has 
opponents like Sabu and Douglas. Easier, too, because it seems these days as 
though everybody is a rulebreaker. Funk’s methods, once controversial, don’t seem 
so evil anymore. 

Funk will let the sport’s moralists debate that one. He'll content himself with travel- 
ing the world in search of a good fight. He’s found several in ECW, perhaps he'll find 
more in the new World Wrestling Network. If he gets bored, he can always go search- 
ing for Eddie Gilbert. Their amazing feud alone may be enough to keep Funk inspired. 

But for now, the streets of Philadelphia are where they call Funk champ. It isn't 
Texas, but there's a ring, so it feels like home. oO 


Terry Funk 
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Thumbs U 


Each Issue, The Wrestler will praise the noteworthy and damn those who violate the honor of 
wrestling. The praiseworthy receive a Thumbs Up, the disgraceful are marked with a Thumbs 


2 hy 


Down. Here is this month's roll of honor and shame. 
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Thumbs Up to Jim Crockett. In a show of courage that rivals a 150-pounder with 
one hand tied behind his back wrestling Big Van Vader in a no-disqualification cage 
match, the former owner of Jim Crockett Promotions is taking on the WWF and 
WCW with his latest venture, the World Wrestling Network. The WWN debuted on 
February 28 with a TV taping at New York City’s Manhattan Center, and among the 
talent on hand was Missy Hyatt, Shane Douglas, Jake Roberts, Bob Orton, The 
Bruise Brothers, Terry Funk, Sabu, and Road Warrior Hawk. That’s an awesome 
way to start. 


Thumbs Up to Jerry Lawler. The best news the wrestling world received in weeks 
came from a courtroom in Louisville, Kentucky, where Lawler was cleared of three 
counts of second-degree sodomy and one count of second-degree statutory rape. We 
had hoped first that justice would prevail and second that Lawler would be proven 
innocent. Both hopes were fulfilled. The prosecution didn’t even attempt to prove 
any of the charges were true. If justice has indeed prevailed, Lawler will be allowed 
to go on with his career without any further reminders of this horrible ordeal. And 
that’s our last word on the subject. 


Thumbs Up to Kevin Sullivan. Yes, that’s right, thumbs up. The master of darkness 
actually did some good in WCW when he came to the rescue of The Equalizer. Now, 
we're not ready to buy Sullivan’s line that he is Equalizer’s brother. We didn’t know 
Sullivan had a brother. Nor are we too thrilled with Equalizer’s tasteless claim that 
he is dyslexic and wants to be known as Evad (Dave spelled backward). But only one 
thing matters: Equalizer was the victim of a cowardly attack by The Nasty Boys. He 
needed a hero. Sullivan came to the rescue with a valiant act. 


Thumbs Up to Rick Rude. In recent weeks, the “Ravishing One” has shown signs of 
human decency. He isn’t putting down the fans before every match like he used to. 
Could it be that Rude is—heavens!—modest? Okay. That’s taking things a little too 
far. Maybe he’s found a soft spot. Or maybe this outstanding wrestler finally realized 
that people don’t respect him because they can’t stand his vanity. Rude is one of the 
finest wrestlers in the world. It looks like he is finally ready to get some respect. 
We're willing to give it to him if he’d just keep quiet. 


Thumbs Downdy 


Thumbs Down to Eddie Gilbert. As he carries on his feud with Jerry Lawler, Gilbert 
keeps acting like a madman. We have absolutely no doubt that the mysterious man 
who charged out from the dressing room and attacked Brian Christopher during a 
recent coward-waves-the-flag match was hired by Gilbert. Christopher accidentally 
waved the flag and Gilbert had his tainted win over Lawler. Big deal! Everyone who 
watched the match (except referee Frank Morell) knows what really happened. Gilbert 
scored another hollow victory. The scoreboard meant nothing. Gilbert is a loser. 


Thumbs Down to Sherri Martel. We have no idea why this talented female wrestler 
constantly insists on putting aside her considerable ring skills and instead plays sec- 
ond fiddle to ungrateful wrestlers. She has done it again with her decision to manage 
The Convict in the WWN and Shane Douglas in ECW. Her timing is awful. The 
WWE (which she left last summer) recently revitalized its World Women’s title and 
Alundra Blayze won the belt. This could be a great time for women’s wrestling in the 
WWF. Alas, Sherri chooses to manage. It’s her mistake and our loss. 


Thumbs Down to Adam Bomb. The evidence keeps pouring in that he doesn’t have 
what it takes. We thought he could be a megastar, but were wrong. Snubbed on the 
original WrestleMania X card, Bomb agreed to take the place of the injured Ludvig 
Borga in a match against Earthquake. That’s just the point—Bomb’s career has stalled 
when it should be soaring and he’s been reduced to taking undercard matches against 
Earthquake. Bomber, no one will award you anything for free. You have to work for 
your breaks. Sit back and take the crumbs and that’s all you’ll get. And then you'll be 
a has-been who never was. 


Thumbs Down to Lord Steven Regal. The cowardly WCW TV champion struck 
another low blow for yellow-bellies around the world when he agreed to wrestle 
WCW World champion Ric Flair, but only in five-minute “Marquis Of Queensberry” 
matches. We’re not historians and don’t know much about the Marquis, but we do 
know this: Regal places stipulations on all of his matches. He puts the TV belt on the 
line for only the first few minutes of his alleged title defenses. He refuses to test him- 
self against Flair, truly the best scientific wrestler in WCW. What is Regal afraid of? 
His limitations, perhaps? 
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CORRESPONDENTS 


REPORTS | 


Memphis, TN (Corresponda- 
ent—Mike Macre): The Mid- 
South Coliseum was packed for 
“Memphis Memories,” a USWA 
card at which many all-time 
greats were inducted into the 
Memphis Hall of Fame. After the 
ceremonies ended, the grueling 
matches began. The final bout 
was a 10-man tag team elimina- 
tion match featuring Jerry 
Lawler, Austin Idol, Brian 
Christopher, Terry Funk, Doug 
and Eddie Gilbert, Jimmy 
Valiant, Moondog Spot, Tommy 
Rich, and Koko B. Ware. 

The match came down to 
Lawler against Funk and Eddie 
Gilbert. After about 10 minutes 
of intense brawling, Funk 
piledrived Lawler and was dis- 
qualified. Funk threw chairs, a 
stool and some plexiglass into 
the ring and refused to leave. 

Gilbert then announced to the 
crowd that he was finally going to 
prove he was the best of Mem- 
phis. He pounded “The King,” but 
couldn’t get the pin. While the ref- 
eree was keeping Funk at bay, 
Idol came to Lawler’s aid. Lawler 
recovered after reversing Gilbert’s 
piledriver. He hit “Hot Stuff’ with a 
flying fistdrop, pinned him, and 
raised his hand to the cheering 
fans. 

In other bouts: J.C. Ice and 


Jerry Lawler reacts to being on the receiving 
end of Terry Funk’s savagery. Nevertheless, 
“The King” endured and eventually won a 10- 
man tag team elimination match. 


Wolfie D fought to a double- 
countout ... Tommy Rich defeated 
Jimmy Valiant by disqualification 
... USWA tag team champs The 
Moondogs beat Leatherface & Dr. 
Frank ... Austin Idol, Jerry Lawler, 
& Brian Christopher beat Eddie 
Gilbert, Doug Gilbert, & Terry 
Funk. 


Montreal, Quebec (Corre- 
spondent—Bertrand Hebert): 


What a shock it was for The 
Smokin’ Gunns, Billy and Bart, 
when The Quebecers, the rule- 
breaking WWF World tag team 
champions, entered the ring at 
The Forum to a loud ovation. 
The hometown fans were on Ja- 
cques and Pierre’s side all the 
way. 

They loved it when The 
Quebecers jumped the Gunns 
before the bell and began to 
dominate the match. Jacques 
and Pierre used all of their dev- 
astating maneuvers. Somehow, 
Billy Gunn kicked out after 
Jacques threw his partner on top 
of him. Both Gunns also with- 
stood a number of vicious 
clotheslines. 

Finally, the Gunns mounted a 
comeback. They knocked 
Jacques and Pierre off their feet 
with dropkicks and clotheslines. 
Sensing victory was imminent, 

Bart held Pierre as Billy hit him 
with an elbowsmash from the sec- 
ond rope. Pierre just did kick out 
after a two-count. 

When Billy again climbed the 
ropes, Jacques pulled him down. 
As Jacques kept Bart occupied, 
Pierre rolled on top of Billy and 
pinned him. 

In other bouts: Jeff Jarrett beat 
Bob Backlund ... Adam Bomb 
(Continued on page 56) 


WE'RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD FANS! 


If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially credited with your by-line, send us 
reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of seeing your name in an internationally known magazine while at the same 
time helping to improve the quality of wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be giad you did! 


Send your reports to: 


CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, BOX 956, FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
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The best in wrestling videos are now available at discount prices. 


SEND TO: 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 956 
FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


YES, | would like to order the video(s) | have indicated at right. | have enclosed 
a check or money order made payable to London Publishing Co. or provided 
my credit card information to charge my purchase ($20 minimum). 


Name 

Address Apt.# 

City State Zip 

[1 Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
C) VISA # = = 

[| MasterCard # = = = 


Does your video collection include 
these non-stop, action-packed hard- 


hitting tapes? 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD: Volume 1 

Only THE BEST OF WRESTLING 

GOLD gives you classic matches 

with all the top superstars of the 

sport. Matches include: 

Hulk Hogan vs. Andre the Giant 
(arm-wrestling) 

Randy Savage vs. Austin Idol 

Rick Rude vs. Tommy Rich 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Bobby Heenan vs. Bob Ellis 

Wrestling Bear (B&W footage) 

APPROX. 50 MINUTES—$19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 2 
After watching this video you can 
say you've seen it all. (A shark cage 
match?!) Check out the matches 
you get: 
Randy Savage vs. Rick Rude 
Andre the Giant vs. The Sheik 
Pampero Firpo vs. Jeff Doney 
Bruiser Brody & Scott Casey vs. 
Kelly Kiniski & The Spoiler 
Randy Savage & Jerry Lawler vs. 
Rick Rude & King Kong Bundy 
(Shark Cage Match): 
Jay Strongbow vs. Don Kent 
Savage vs. Austin Idol 


APPROX. 50 MINUTES—S19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 3 

if you like your wrestling down and 
dirty, you won't want to miss this 
video gem, which includes a classic 
mud match, Hulk Hogan, and much 


SPECIAL 


more. Here's the lineup: 

(Mud Match) The Sheik vs. Tiger 
Jeet Singh 

Austin Idol vs. Massai Ito 

Hulk Hogan vs, The Outlaw 

Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
vs. Scott Casey & Magnum T.A. 

Terry Taylor vs. Sabu 

Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rogers, 
& Marty Jannetty vs. Ted Oates & 
The Grapplers 

APPROX. 43 MINUTES—S19.95 


THE BEST OF WRESTLING 
GOLD: Volume 4 
Selected from over 600 hours of the 
best action highlights and complete 
matches from the early-1970s and 
early-1980s, this video has it all: 
Nick Bockwinkel vs. Magnum T.A. 
ivan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield 
Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 
The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 
Bobo Brazil vs. Michael Angelo 
Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert vs. Jerry Lawler 
(with interference by Rick Rude 
and Jimmy Hart) 
APPROX. 44 MINUTES—$19.95 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 

Get ready to shake your head in 
amazement as these guys show just 
how wild and funny pro wrestling 
can be! if you want a good laugh, be 
sure to add WRESTLING FUNNIES 
to your collection. 

APPROX. 30 MINUTES—$12.95 


OFFER 
ORDER ALL 5 VIDEOS TODAY AND SAVE $20 


| BEST OF WRESTLING GOLD #2 


WRESTLING FUNNIES 


ALL5 VIDEOS 


Add $3 per video for shipping and handling 
Pennsyivania State residents, please add 6% sales tax 
For orders outside the US.,add $5 foreach videoordered | 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


aw ence [Torar 
Vecsrorwmesnnccoon | [sea |_| 
Sans 
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Sub total 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. International money orders in U.S. funds only, 
All videos are VHS and NTSC system compatible only. PAL systems are not compatible. All 


tapes carry a 100% money back guarantee against defects only. If a tape is defective, please re- 


tum it with a note specifying the defect. 
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occasionally appear in other 
federations, too. You’ll be see- 
ing a lot of me, that I vow! I 
had some great times in WCW, 
some ‘nasty’ times if you know 
what I mean, but I’m looking 
forward to working with both 
new and old friends. WCW’s 
loss is their gain!” 
2a 

Q: “This question is for Terry Funk: 
You’ve had some classic matches 
with Sabu. What makes him such 
an incredible opponent?”—Paul 
Van Duyn, Bad Axe, MI 


Here's the monthly feature that YOU get to write! I's your chance to have a top wrestler answer YOUR questions! 
Only the best questions will be answered, so put on your thinking caps and come up with some good ones! Address 
your questions—and who you would like to have answer them—to: 

YOU ASKED US, c/o THE WRESTLER, 

Box 956, Ft. Washington, PA 19034, 


Q: “This question is for Ric Flair: tle hurts. And I’ve never taken 


After wrestling for more than 20 
years, how do you deal with the 
aches and pains? How does your 
family cope with it?”’—William 
Landweer, Ladner, British Colum- 
bia 


A: “Anyone who begins a wrestling 


career and doesn’t expect to get 
minor injuries along the way is 
fooling themselves,” Flair said. 
“But over the years, you learn 
to live with them, see them as 
badges of honor you’ve earned 
for your durability. As you 
know, until recently I kept my 
family out of the spotlight. 
They’ve always given me sup- 
port, helped me through my lit- 


A: 


any pain I suffered in the ring 
out on them. That wouldn’t be 
right.” 


KK 


: “I'd like to ask my favorite 


wrestling personality, Missy 
Hyatt, if she plans to stay in the 
sport now that she’s been banned 
from WCW.”—Michelle Hender- 
son, Tahlequah, OK 

“By all means, Michelle,” Hyatt 
replied. “I guess you haven’t 
heard that I’m now in the 
World Wrestling Network— 
that’s Jim Crockett’s latest 
promotion—as ‘head cheer- 
leader’ to my old WCW cohort, 
Shane Douglas. And I may 


After more than 20 years in wrestling, Ric Flair says he’s become accustomed 
to getting minor injuries. He adds it's important not to let the hurts get the best 
of him outside the ring. 
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Terry Funk and Sabu have had 
their share of frantic matches. 
Funk has nothing but admiration 
for his foe, saying “no one com- 
bines the package” like the mania- 
cal aerialist. 


A: “Sabu is a great opponent, Paul, 


no doubt about it,” Funk said. 
“He takes me to the limit every 
time. During all the years I’ve 
wrestled, I’ve met more than a 
few guys who were Sabu’s equal 
as a pure athlete or had as 
extensive a repertoire. There 
were even a few who duplicated 
his aerial skills. But no one 
combines the package like Sabu, 
and no one—I repeat, no one— 
is as maniacal in the ring. The 
guy goes all out every match, 
whether it be in a huge arena 
or a small rec center. He’s one 
phenomenal wrestler.” 


(Continued on page 58) 


GET ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST! 
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PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 
Each weekly issue contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
cards, “Yay & Nay’ and “Who's Hot, Who's Not’ columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week" and “Match of the Week” features, plus “Steve Anderson's View” 
(wrestling's best political cartoon), ratings, trivia, “Transactions,” a lively editorial, 
“Reporter's Notebook,” ‘This Week In History,” and an extensive collection of 
match results! You get all this—each and every week!—in a bold newsletter 
format that keeps you on top of today's wrestling news today! 


1 JURY CONSIDERS STEROID INDICTINENT AGAINST WWE 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 

Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the news is as fresh as can be. 
You'll be the first to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the 
major controversies, and the triumphs and tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


Wh 
VICIOUS & ANDERSON INJURED IN HOTEL BRA 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW! Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 
and we'll send you a copy of PW! Weekly hot off the press. We're certain that 
once you see all the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll want to become a subscriber. 

(Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
° 17 weekly issues for just $27.99, a 16% savings off the cover price 
+ 34 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 25% savings off the cover price 
* 52 weekly issues for just $69.99, a 31% savings off the cover price 
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By Dave Lenker 


ERRA RYZING ALWAYS had 

a feeling professional wrestling 
was in his future. As a teenager in 
Boston, he practically lived in the 
gym. He was obsessed with build- 
ing the perfect physique and he 
won several regional bodybuilding 
competitions. 

After spending several months 
training with fellow bodybuilder 
Ted Arcidi, who tried his hand at 
wrestling for a few years, Ryzing 
knew it was time to take action. 

His big break came when he 
was introduced to legendary rule- 
breaker Killer Kowalski, who runs 
a wrestling school in Reading, 
Massachusetts. The Killer took 
one look at the 6'5", 279-pound 
powerhouse and saw a rulebreak- 
ing monster waiting to be molded. 

“Kowalski has a great reputa- 
tion as a rulebreaker and a 
teacher,” said Ryzing. “Both of us 
knew | had the physical tools to be 
great, so he went ahead and start- 
ed training me. I'd say I’m a real 
good learner. It didn't take too 
long before | was ready to destroy 
anyone who got in my path. Killer 
gave me that little extra confi- 
dence—that little extra swagger—| 
needed.” 

Actually, Kowalski gave him 
more than that. Ryzing was 


<_sieeel 


Terra Ryzing is a muscular protege of Killer Kowalski who promises to cause plenty 
of havoc among fan favorites in WCW. His finishing move is a derivation of Wahoo 
McDaniel's famed Indian deathlock. 


style and swagger after Ric Flair, learned his craft 
ind modified a submission hold used by Wahoo — 


McDaniel. But Terra Ryzing plans to cause his own kind of trouble for 
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WCW fan favorites =i 


searching for a move or hold that 
would give him an edge against 
his toughest competition. 

He mentioned to Kowalski that 
he loved seeing Wahoo McDaniel 
put an opponent in an Indian 
deathlock, and then watching the 
unfortunate victim give up be- 
cause he found the pain in his 
legs too painful to withstand. 

Teacher and student immedi- 
ately went to work on a hold. What 
they came up with was an inverted 
Indian deathlock, a variation of 
McDaniel’s leglock. “No one can 
escape it,” said Ryzing. “It's even 
better than McDaniel’s. In fact, it’s 
better than anyone’s leglock.” 

When he added the deathlock 
to his power-oriented repertoire, 
he became a tough opponent for 
everyone he faced in the Massa- 
chusetts-based International 
Wrestling Federation. He defeated 
Tony Roy in his professional debut 
in March 1992 and quickly moved 
up in the rankings. 

Four months later, he defeated 
IWF heavyweight champion Mad 
Dog Richard in his first title shot. 

“There was never a doubt in my 
mind,” Ryzing recalled. “Richard is 
a good wrestler, but | was already 
great by that time. Even though | 
was young and didn’t have much 
experience, | knew I'd beat him 
and take his belt.” 

“What really impresses me is he 
picked up that cocky attitude real 
early in his career,” said Kowalski. 
“As long as he doesn't get overcon- 
fident and keeps working hard, he 
should win a lot of matches.” 

Those victories kept on coming 
on the independent circuit, so 
much so that WCW talent scouts 
took notice. He was invited to 
Atlanta for a tryout earlier this 
year, signing for a February match 
against Keith Cole at Center 
Stage Theater. 

The newcomer won in surpris- 
ingly easy fashion, forcing Cole to 
submit to the inverted Indian 


Ryzing has the strength and intensity to make quite an impact in WCW. He is 
delighted to be in the same federation as his boyhood idol, Ric Flair, and would love 
to challenge the “Nature Boy.” 


deathlock. Terra Ryzing had made 
a name for himself. It didn’t take 
long until people were noticing him 
for more than his wrestling skills 
and unusual and frightening 
moniker. 

His long, flowing, extravagant 
robes and cool cockiness in the 
ring remind observers of a young 
Ric Flair. Their styles are also sim- 
ilar; Ryzing doesn’t mind the com- 
parison. 

“Ric Flair was my idol,” he said. 
“| used to love watching him on TV 
when | was growing up. It’s an 
honor being in the same federa- 


tion as him. I'd love to team with 
the man, but then again, maybe it 
would be better for me to face him 
in the ring. Everyone would 
remember my name if | could beat 
the ‘Nature Boy’ himself. We'll 
have to see what happens. 
There's a lot of great competition 
in WCW, and |’m thrilled to be 
here, but I’m not afraid of anyone. 
| think | can beat anyone.” 

Those words have spoken by a 
lot of young wrestlers over the 
years. Terra Ryzing will get his 
chance to back them up in the 
months ahead. Oo 
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Each month, 
The Wrestler will 


present a "Question and 

Answer" forum with an important 
figure in the wrestling world. It is your 
chance to meet wrestling's biggest stars 
as they answer the questions 
uppermost in fans' minds 


Q: You're associated with Sherri Martel in 
ECW and Missy Hyatt in the WWN. 
Some guys have all the luck. 

A: It’s more than luck, it’s my sheer ani- 
mal magnetism. Sherri and Missy are 
attracted to “The Franchise”—can you 
blame them? Everyone wants to be 
associated with a winner, it’s human 
nature. And, no, I don’t anticipate any 
problems. There’s more than enough 
of me to go around. 

Q: I guess you knew Missy from your days 
in WCW. 

A: And vice versa! Remember, she was a 
broadcaster when I wrestled there. We 
hit it off pretty well then, but she 
wasn’t looking to manage anyone at 
the time. While I’m sorry to see WCW 
ban her, this will eventually work to 
her advantage. Take it from me, Missy 
will have plenty to cheer about! 

Q: You're calling her your head cheerleader 
rather than manager. What can Missy do 
for you? 

A: (Winks) What do you think? Distract! 
You saw her value to The Nasty Boys 


in the new World Wrestling Network, he has former WCW personality Missy in WCW. As head cheerleader, she’ll 
Hyatt by his side as “head cheerleader” ... do likewise for me. 
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: Let’s talk about your time in WCW. 


You’ve certainly changed a lot since 
you teamed with Rick Steamboat. 


: Technically, I learned a lot from 


Rick. He’s a superb wrestler. But it 
always grated me to subordinate 
myself to him. I had to break out, get 
my own identity. I felt invisible work- 
ing with Steamboat. That’s why I left, 
and I haven’t regretted the move for 
one millisecond. 


: You’ve also become more of a rule- 


breaker. 


: Your phrase, not mine. Those 


descriptions the wrestling press use 
are so vague, so glib. I’m just looking 
out for myself now. When you’re 
solo, you have to take the initiative. 
No one else can actively help you win. 


: In ECW, having a manager like Sherri 


indirectly helps. 


: When I was in the WWE several 


years ago, I saw what she could do, 
and that’s a lot. An intelligent, crafty 
woman, one of wrestling’s premier 
managers. 


: How would you compare her with 


Missy? 


SHANE DOUGLAS 


BOUT A YEAR ago, Shane Douglas appeared on his way to 
becoming a wrestling nonentity. While he had recently teamed with 
Rick Steamboat as WCW World tag team champions, The Hollywood 
Blonds exploded their bubble and Douglas soon 
drifted out of the federation. 

There are some wrestlers who can’t accept the sudden change from 
major promotions to independents. Douglas was just the opposite. He 
settled down in Philadelphia-based Eastern Championship Wrestling, 

adopting a rulebreaking stance and hiring veteran manager Sherri 
Martel. He soon found himself federation champion. 

The revitalized Douglas, labeled “The Franchise” in ECW, was 
also hired by Jim Crockett’ s new World Wrestling Network promotion. 
He’s expected to be a major contender in its heavyweight champi- 
onship tournament, And who's in his camp as “head cheerleader” ? 
Old WCW acquaintance Missy Hyatt! 

Managing Editor V.J. Paterno caught up with Douglas at a pizza 
shop on Philadelphia’ s famed South Street. “As Steamboat’s partner, 
Shane always seemed to be in his shadow,” Paterno said. “Wrestling 

singles has really brought out a different side of him, a side you can 
tell he definitely enjoys.” 


... but when in Philadelphia-based Eastern Championship Wrestling, Douglas 
is managed by crafty veteran Sherri Martel. “The Franchise” says he can han- 
die the potentially volatile situation. 
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: (Smirks) You’re trying to get 


them at each other’s throats, 
aren’t you? And why not—it 
would make great copy! But 
I’m too smart, and tactful, to 
answer that question. 


: Some have conjectured that 


Sherri’s trying to mold you into 
another Shawn Michaels. 


: (Irritated) What is this, My Fair 


Lady with Sherri cast as Henry 
Higgins? Do I look like Julie 
Andrews to you? I respect 
Shawn Michaels, but I don’t 
need to become him. I don’t 
want to become him. I’m more 
than fine as Shane Douglas, and 
Sherri knows it. 


: Let’s talk about ECW. Describe it 


in a few words. 


A: Demanding wrestling, dement- 
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ed fans. I had plenty of talent 
when I started here, but it’s 
honed me into what I am today, 
and I credit ECW with part of 
the improvement. The only 
change I’d make would be to 
put the federation on the other 
side of the state, in my home 
region of Pittsburgh. There, 
they don’t blame the ills of the 
world on Mitch Williams. 


: No, they blame Jose Lind and 


Stan Belinda instead. Speaking of 
ills, Terry Funk must drive you up 
the wall in ECW. 


: That geezer? Nah, I’m just wait- 


ing for him to pull a Frank 
Sinatra collapse in the ring one 
evening. Times are changing, 
Terry, and it’s time you started 
taking out what you put into 
your retirement fund. You 
know, Franklin Delano Roo- 
sevelt himself gave Terry his 
first Social Security card! I’d 
say a few more words about 
Terry, but if I told you how I 
really felt about him, this print- 
ed interview would have lots of 
words bleeped out. 


: The words you used at that press 


conference with him, right? 


: Yep. And that wouldn’t do you 


any good, would it? 


: You'll probably be seeing a lot of 
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Douglas obviously doesn’t believe in the adage “respect your elders,” because he 
shows no respect whatsoever for veteran Terry Funk. He pummels the ECW cham- 
pion every chance he gets. 


OF 


Funk in the WWN, not to mention 
other rivals like Sabu. 


: That was some triangular 


match Sabu, Funk, and I had in 
ECW a while back. I thought 
I’d won, of course, but those 
guys extended me to the limit. 
Yes, there will be a lot of ECW 
flavor to the WWN, but there 
will be things foreign to ECW. 
Different wrestlers, different 
referees, different venues, dif- 
ferent fans. 


: Think you can hold both federa- 


tions’ titles simultaneously? 


: (Smiles) Think it? I expect it! 


I’m “The Franchise,” remem- 
ber? The dominant wrestler in 
both federations? Independents 
are dependent on me! 


: I guess you feel you’re wrestling 


better than you ever have before. 


: That’s about the size of it. 
: Does it bother you many fans 


might overlook you simply 


Since leaving WCW last year, Douglas has changed his ways dramatically. He is 


because you're an independent 
wrestler? 


: The loss is theirs. Having wres- 


tled in both the WWF and 
WCW in the past, I can tell you 
the indy competition is just as 
intense and fierce. Hey, I’d love 
to change people’s minds, but if 
folks are ignorant, then there’s 
nothing you can do about it. 


Q: Would you like to return to a 


major, say, two years from now? 


A: I may be “The Franchise,” but I 


can’t predict the future. 
(Laughs) Many things can hap- 
pen between now and then. Two 
years ago, I don’t think I envi- 
sioned myself prospering in 
independents. I’m not going to 
burn my bridges with WCW or 
the WWF—I have friends in 
both places—but at the same 
time, I’m not going to kneel in 
front of either one and beg to be 
let back in. Let’s see where the 


more ruthless and bloodthirsty now that he’s competing in both ECW and the WWN. 
He believes he could hold both federations’ titles simultaneously. 


> O 
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future takes us. I’ll tell you this, 
though: I could definitely con- 
tend for a singles title in either 
federation right now. Of that 
I’m certain. 


: Until ECW, much of your renown 


came wrestling in tag teams. 
Would you ever take on another 
partner? 


: Listen, in wrestling you learn 


never to say never. But I’m hay- 
ing so much fun wrestling singles 
that it would have to be some- 
thing that would simply knock 
me off my feet, an offer too good 
to be true. I don’t see that on the 
horizon. When I watch other 
matches or other cards, I’m 
scouting potential opponents, 
not potential partners. 


: If you did wrestle tag teams 


again, what lessons would you 
think you’ve learned from allying 
with Steamboat? 


: Budget your time, treat your 


partner the way you’d want to 
be treated. While I learned a lot 
about the technical side of 
wrestling from Rick, as I stated 
before, he was rarely around to 
discuss the other part of the 
sport, the more subtle aspects. 
Those I had to learn on my own. 


: How come? 
: It’s Rick Steamboat. Take a 


guess. 


: Bonnie and Ricky Jr.? 
: That’s right! Listen, I don’t 


begrudge a man spending time 
with his wife and kid, but 
Steamboat took family matters 
to extremes. Meanwhile, we 
were in the fight of our lives as 
World tag team champions! I’m 
certain if we had fine-tuned 
ourselves a bit, we could have 
withstood the challenge of The 
Hollywood Blonds. People 
would’ve called us one of histo- 
ry’s great tag teams, not [Brian] 
Pillman and [Steve] Austin. 
(Shrugs) But that’s the past, 
and it’s pointless to dwell on it. 
Especially when your future is 
as bright as mine. 0 
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THE WRESTLER PANEL EXAMINES 


YOKOZUNA 


Each month 

THE WRESTLER'S panel of experts 

will offer their candid opinions of one 

of wrestling's stars. Whether an up-and-coming 


youngster or an established superstar in his own right, 
our panel will always be frank and honest without fear of reprisal 


a 


Pee y es 
Yokozuna (trading blows with The Undertaker) has been a major surprise to many observers. The 


550-pound sumo star, whose first reign as WWF World champion lasted little over two minutes, 
went on to dominate the federation over the next several months. 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 

“He'll never win a foot race, but the guy is 
extremely strong and knows how to use his weight. 
Must be that sumo background of his. When he 
came on the scene and briefly held the WWF World 
title at WrestleMania IX, | thought his high point 
had come and gone, brother. Not the case. To get it 
back and hold it all this time says a lot about his 
talent. Anyone who can win a title despite Mr. Fuji’s 
management must be doing something right.” 


Capt. Lou Albano, long known as “The Guiding 
Light,” has guided 13 tag teams to an unprece- 
dented 16 WWF World tag team titles. 


FABULOUS MOOLAH 

“He's big, he’s bulky, and can hardly move. 
Yokozuna isn’t a textbook wrestler by any means, 
darlin’, unless your class is comprised of 550- 
pounders. He's got a little bit of skill, though, and 
seems to have learned a lot about the psychology 
of wrestling in the months since becoming cham- 
pion. | get the feeling some people still think he’s 
a fluke. Taking him lightly is playing right into his 
hands, hon.” 


Fabulous Moolah, arguably the finest woman 
wrestler in history, held the World title for 28 years. 
She trains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 
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KILLER KOWALSKI 
“That legdrop of his is lethal. As big men go, | 
honestly can’t call him one of the greats, but give 
Yokozuna credit—he gets the job done. When he 
survived Hulk Hogan's legdrop-pin combination at 
‘King Of The Ring’ last year, he won me over. 
Considering he doesn’t have your normal 
wrestling background, | think he’s done quite 
well. Don’t be surprised if history rates him a bet- 
ter wrestler than we do today.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the sport's history, runs a wrestling 
school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


LOU THESZ 

“I've seen plenty of sumo wrestlers during my 
many tours of Japan, and I'm not sure if any 
could adapt to the North American style of 
wrestling better than Yokozuna has. He’s got a 
long way to go before becoming fundamentally 
sound, and working with Mr. Fuji hurts rather 
than helps, but | admire the progress he’s made. 
If he lost a few pounds and worked on his mobili- 
ty, he could become a great wrestler.” 


Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six times dur- 
ing his fabulous 50-year career. Many consider 
him the greatest all-around wrestler ever. 


DORY FUNK JR. 

“| certainly can't fault Yokozuna’s effort. He 
always works hard. Still, he seems to me little 
more than a 1990s version of Haystacks 
Calhoun—good because he’s so big. I'd love to 
find out what a real manager would do with him. 
With Mr. Fuji’s track record, it's hard for me to 
recognize him as a successful manager. To me, 
Yokozuna is relatively immobile and virtually 
devoid of genuine wrestling sense.” 


Dory Funk Jr. held the NWA World championship 
from 1969 to 1973. He still wrestles from time to 
lime. 


GORDON SOLIE 
“At first, | thought he'd be litle more than a one- 
dimensional novelty, but Yokozuna has worked 
hard and built himself into a reasonably good 
professional wrestler. | don’t think he’s anywhere 
as mobile or athletic as Vader, a wrestler of com- 
arable size, but he's light years ahead of where 
he used to be. Give him plenty of credit for build- 
ing a successful pro career, and | think he'll be 
around for the next few years.” 


Gordon Solie has expertly analyzed pro wrestling 
on television for 35 years. He periodically 
appears on WCW broadcasts. 
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NIGHTMARE 


It’s been said one should never get Jimmy Snuka 
angry, but Tommy Dreamer doesn’t heed old 
sayings. He’s infuriating the legendary 
“Superfly,” but rather than incurring Snuka’‘s 
frightening wrath, he’s completely confusing him 


By Andy Rodriguez 


OMMY DREAMER INSISTS 

he doesn’t have a problem with 
Jimmy Snuka. Ask him what’s 
going on between them, and 
Dreamer smiles innocently. 
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“Jimmy Snuka?” he says. “No 
problem at all. | don’t have any 
idea what you’re talking about. | 
sure don’t have a problem with the 
guy.” 

Snuka, on the other hand, is 
certain there’s a problem between 


Tommy 
Dreamer has 
proven he 
has the 
wrestling 
ability to tor- 
ture Jimmy 
Snuka. But 
his subtle 
psychologi- 
cal torture of 
“Superfly” 
has been 
infinitely 
more effec- 
tive. 


Photos by Jason Ross Lavin 


he and Dreamer, and he intends 
to do something about it. 

“That youngster has dug him- 
self into a deep hole, brother,” 
Snuka said disgustedly. “He bet- 
ter be prepared to answer for 
what he has done.” 

So is there a problem or isn’t 
there? Why is Snuka so angry 
and Dreamer so nonchalant? 

The dispute, as far as Snuka is 
concerned, began before a 
recent ECW match between he 
and Dreamer. The two had ex- 
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changed words at a press confer- 
ence. Dreamer claims he would 
not say anything to Snuka that he 
wouldn't say to any other oppo- 
nent. Snuka, however, insists 
Dreamer called him an old man. 
“Basically he said | was too old, 
that | didn’t belong in the ring. He 
said | was washed up,” Snuka 
said. “I don’t care for that, brother.” 
To Snuka, no words could 
sting more. He is a proud veteran 
who has fought thousands of ring 
wars over the course of a remark- 
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able career, and he is convinced 
that career is definitely not over. In 
his mind he still has much to prove. 
Being told that he should hang it 
up is a particularly hard slap in the 
face. 

“Maybe | look old,” he said. 
“Maybe | have lines in my face. 
Nobody ever said | was pretty. But 
in my heart I’m still a young man, 
brother. In my mind, too. This 
Dreamer can’t understand that.” 

While Dreamer is proud to have 
beaten Snuka, he denies ever call- 
ing him an old man. 

“| never said he was old. A lot of 
guys wresile for a long, long time 
and they’re effective,” he said. “I’ve 
idolized Snuka since | was nine 
years old. He’s one of the all-time 
greats, no doubt about it.” 

Dreamer got the best of Snuka in 
the first match, even kicking out 
after his legendary “Superfly” leap. 
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But the rematch was all Snuka, as 
he thrashed his young rival after 
Dreamer scored an upset. The 
“Superfly’s” aggression was unbri- 
dled. His intent was to make 
Dreamer look like a fool, and he 
succeeded in the eyes of everyone 
except Dreamer and his supporters. 

“| never meant to get the guy 
mad. I’ve always admired him,” 
Dreamer said. “Some people have 
told me recently that Snuka should 
retire, and | always disagreed, 
stood up for him. Now I’m not so 
sure, and I’m wondering if | should 
be the one who delivers the mes- 
sage.” 

That was one of the few times 
Dreamers anger with Snuka 
seeped through. The arrogant 
youngster likes to present himself 
as someone who behaves honor- 
ably, who attacks only when 
attacked. He likes to give off the air 


When they first met, Dreamer became one of the few oppo- 
nents to survive Snuka’s “Superfly” leap (left). In the rematch, 
Snuka made certain it didn’t happen a second time (above). 


of innocence. He wants everyone to 
think that, basically, he’s a nice guy. 

But that isn’t really Dreamer. He 
has a carefully crafted plan. His 
plan is to drive Jimmy Snuka 
crazy, figuratively kill him with 
kindness. 

“In reality, Tommy can’t stand 
Snuka,” said a close friend. “Can't 
stand the sight of him. To him, 
Snuka represents everything that’s 
wrong about wresiling. Tommy 
thinks people like Snuka, because 
of what they've accomplished in 
the past, take attention away from 
younger guys like him. He thinks 
that if he sends Snuka packing, 
he'll win more fans.” 

Both friends and enemies of 
Dreamer tell a similar story. They 
add that Dreamer believes his psy- 
chological warfare against Snuka, 
not his wrestling skills, will accom- 
plish his task. 


“Dreamer knows that in the long 
run he can’t outwrestle Snuka,” 
said ECW manager Paul E. Dan- 
gerously. “So he puts ideas into 
the guy’s head. Makes him think 
he’s old and maybe eventually 
he'll wrestle old.” 

As expected, Dreamer denies 
he has formulated such a strategy. 

“Dangerously doesn’t know 
what he’s talking about, with all 
respect,” he said. “I just step 
through the ropes and wrestle 
people. Thinking months or weeks 
ahead isn’t my style.” 

Master plan or not, the recent 
events obviously have had a pow- 
erful effect on Snuka, and that 
worries his defenders. 

“We all know Jim has a world- 
class temper,” said The Sandman. 
“That isn’t a secret to anybody. He 
has to fight hard to keep it under 
control, not let it get the best of 
him. But with Dreamer that’s hard. 
Tommy is really getting to him. We 
tell him to let it slide, that Dream- 
er’s just talking trash. But Jimmy 
can’t let it go so easily.” 

Snuka admits Dreamer bothers 
him tremendously. He adds, how- 
ever, he definitely does not believe 
the youngster is “driving him mad.” 

‘That's ridiculous, my friend,” 
he retorted. “I don’t listen to such 
ridiculous talk. | respect all my 
friends, but they should not be too 
much concerned. When | get done 
with Dreamer, everyone will real- 
ize | did the right thing. All this talk 
will be forgotten.” 

Snuka’s friends cannot forget 
how he’s looked in the ring recent- 
ly. They say he’s sluggish. They 
say he’s not paying attention. 
They say he’s obviously distract- 
ed, and they know who to blame. 

“Dreamer’s winning,” said Road 
Warrior Hawk. “Hey, I'd help Jim- 
my, but he doesn’t want my help. 
He keeps saying it’s his business. 
| have to respect that. | can’t get 
involved.” 

All his friends can do is yell 
“wake up” and hope to rouse him 
out of his nightmare. 0 


While Dreamer says he’s been a longtime fan of Snuka, some of his friends allege 
that he actually despises the “Superfly.” They say he’s trying to make Snuka feel 


old so he might not feel as confident in the ring. 
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Jim Crockett, one of — 
wrestling’s top 
promoters, is back in 
the sport with a new 
federation, the World 
Wrestling Network. 
It began auspiciously 
with a card in New 
York City. Where does 


it go from here? 


Photos by Jason Ross Lavin 
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_ Bit. 


A Veteran Promote 


Gets Back In The Game: 


A frenzied match between Terry Funk and Sabu capped off the initial TV taping of the 
World Wrestling Network, veteran promoter Jim Crockett Jr.’s latest wrestling venture. 


By V.J. Paterno 


ago, Jim Crockett Jr. couldn’t get 

into Manhattan even if he wanted 
to. It was WWF country, lock, stock, 
and barrel, and Crockett’s NWA 
cards had to settle for New York’s 
suburbs. 


| T WAS RATHER ironic. A decade 


Now Crockett is back promoting 
wrestling, and where was the first 
card of his new World Wrestling 
Network? In Manhattan, of all places. 
In The Manhattan Center, the origi- 
nal home of WWF Monday Night Raw. 

When the New York-based main- 
stream media focused on the WWF 
during the wrestling boom of the 


mid-1980s, they largely ignored 
Crockett. Far away from the Man- 
hattan spotlight, he and his father, Jim 
Sr., had been promoting regional 
wrestling cards in the Carolinas since 
the 1930s. The matches filled large 
arenas like the old Charlotte 
Coliseum (now Independence 
Arena). 

And just as Vince McMahon Jr. did, 
Jim Jr. preserved and built upon his 
father’s legacy after Jim Sr. died in 
1973. He promoted cards in other 
markets, including Atlanta, Baltimore, 
and Cleveland. Crockett’s TV shows 
were carried on Ted Turner’s Chan- 
nel 17 in Atlanta, perennially drawing 
high ratings. When Channel 17 
became a “superstation” with view- 
ers all over the country, Crockett’s 
wrestling shows became the highest 
rated TV show on cable-TV. 

All this was not lost on Turner. 
The cable and sports impresario was 
so impressed that he purchased the 
operation from Crockett in Novem- 
ber 1988, eventually renaming it 
World Championship Wrestling. A 
stipulation of the contract prohibited 
Crockett from getting involved in 
wrestling for five years. Soon after 
that clause expired last fall, Crockett 
went to work. 

The result? The WWN, whose 
first card featured the latest chapter 
in the Sabu-Terry Funk rivalry and an 
appearance by Missy Hyatt, late of 
WCW). While the debut was held in 


New York, most of the promotion’s 
f d P d k The powerful and merciless Bruise Brothers get ready to suplex the outclassed 
uture cards are expected to take Kodiak Bear. Ron and Don Harris are among the many wrestlers of note who partici- 


place in the Carolinas, where pated in the WWN’s first-ever card. 
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Crockett has a long relationship with 
arena operators. 

“I’m certain this will work,” said 
Funk, who wandered all over The 
Manhattan Center while battling 
Sabu. “Look at Jim Crockett’s track 
record as a promoter. Look at how 
the fans reacted to the card, and not 
just my bout, either. And look at the 
talent on hand.” 

That talent is considerable, and 
includes many outstanding wrestlers 
not on the full-time roster of either 
WCW or the WWF. Funk, Sabu, 
Shane Douglas, and Road Warrior 
Hawk are familiar to most fans. All 
four also frequently appear in Eastern 
Championship Wrestling, but that 
federation has yet to hold many 
cards outside its base in Philadelphia. 
Other stars included veterans Jake 
Roberts and “Cowboy” Bob Orton, 
who wrestled against each other in 
the WWN’s first match. (Roberts 
rallied to get the pin.) 

“| watched a lot of good wrestling 
here tonight, and I’m going to make it 
even better,” said former ECW cham- 
pion Douglas, who didn’t compete on 


Tasmaniac prepares to smash “Surfer” Ray Odyssey’s head against the steel railing. 
Both regularly compete in Eastern Championship Wrestling, where many of WWN’s 
wrestlers also participate. 


32 The Wrestler 


Veteran “Cowboy” Bob Orton kicks 
Tommy Dreamer. While the WWN’s ini- 
tial card was held in New York’s 
Manhattan Center, future dates will 
likely take place in the Carolinas, a tra- 
ditional Crockett stronghold. 


the initial card. “I—The Franchise’-— 
fully intend to be the WWN’s first 
heavyweight champion!” 

Toward that end, he pulled off a 
stunner during an interview when he 
introduced Hyatt as his “head cheer- 
leader.” While there had been 
rumors Hyatt had moved to New 
York after being banned by WCW 
two weeks earlier, few thought she’d 


resurface in Crockett’s promotion. 

“This is gonna be great!” said 
Missy, who reportedly is taking acting 
lessons in her spare time. “I helped 
The Nasty Boys become champions, 
and | can do the same with Shane.” 

Douglas now has two of wrest- 
ling’s most noted women in his 
employ. Sherri Martel is his manager 
in ECW, and while she appeared at 
the first WWWN card, it’s uncertain 
whether she’ll remain in the new fed- 
eration. 

The key to the World Wrestling 
Network’s success may lie in its 
name: Network. To make a go of it, 
the WWN must secure television 
exposure, both in over-the-air mar- 
kets and on cable. Crockett’s no 
stranger to the tube. His father had 
wrestling on TV in Charlotte as early 
as 1955, and Jim Jr.’s shows were on 
227 local stations by the time he sold 


to Turner in 1988. The oft-discussed 
“information superhighway” and the 
expected further growth of cable may 
provide the outlets Crockett needs. 

What about competing with 
WCW and the WWF? 

“There’s room enough for all of 
us,” Crockett said. “One night, Vince 
and | ran in Phila- 
delphia on the 
same night, and we 
both sold out. Give 
the fans good 
wrestling, treat 
them right, and 
you can do well. 
That applies for 
Vince, Ted, and 
myself. I’m not 
here to drive any- 
one out of busi- 
ness. 

“There’s a lot of 


Jake Roberts grabs Sherri Martel, who is attempting to interfere on behalf of 
Roberts’ opponent, Keith Scherer. It eventually paid off, as Martel and Shane 
Douglas helped Scherer surprise “The Snake.” 


big-name talent not allied with either 
major federation. There are guys in 
indies who haven’t been discovered 
yet. Since we’re new and essentially 
working from scratch, we can try 
new things, look to the future rather 
than the past. I’m excited about our 
potential.” 


Scherer got no help in his match against 
Road Warrior Hawk, and truthfully it 
might not have mattered. Hawk—an 
underrated singles wrestler—dives into 
Scherrer en route to an easy victory. 


Other federations have had similar 
goals in recent years. The Global 
Wrestling Federation aspired to 
international status when it began 
several years ago, but such plans 
never came to fruition. Today, the 
GWF rarely holds cards outside The 
Sportatorium in Dallas. 

“Hey, this isn’t going to be easy. It 
never is when you're building some- 
thing for the long haul,” said Hawk. 
“But over the years, Jim Crockett has 
shown he knows what he’s doing. | 
have faith in him. This is going to suc- 
ceed.” 

Over the next few months, we'll 
learn whether Hawk is an accurate 
prophet. Oo 
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“Tf [Flair] b 
beat anyone,” 


eat me, he can 


—Big Van Vader 


Prepare 


RIC FLAIR vs. 


WE PR 
THE INE 


Thought Hulk Hogan vs. 
Ric Flair would never 
occur again? Well, 
negotiations are taking 
place in WCW for 
another “dream match” 
between the two most 
successful wrestlers of 
the past 20 years. It’s the 


wrestling match of 1994 


HULK HOGAN 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


ning in 1984, Hulk Hogan 

vs. Ric Flair was the “dream 
match” everyone in wrestling 
waited for. 

Then, near the end of 1991, it 
happened. By the first quarter of 
1992, it ended. There wasn’t a 
clear-cut victor. 

Flair left the WWF and 
returned to WCW. Hogan 
retired after losing the WWF 
World title to Yokozuna last June 
and returned to Hollywood. It 
seemed the ultimate battle 
between Flair and Hogan was 
on hold forever. 

Then came an unforeseen turn 
of events. Hogan and Sting had 
a long conversation after a card 
in Japan. Hogan openly criti- 


Fe SEVEN YEARS begin- 


“Hogan ... has more character 
than Flair, and that’s what counts.” 
—Roddy Piper 
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cized the WWF in public state- 
ments, calling its World title “a 
toy.” When Hogan began tap- 
ing his new action-adventure 
series Thunder In Paradise, he 
invited Sting to guest star in sev- 
eral episodes. Hogan’s opinion 
of WCW—as a second-rate 
federation with second-rate 
wrestlers—quickly changed. 
When spring arrived, rumors 
ran rampant throughout wrest- 
ling that Hogan would sign with 
WCW for several matches. 
Several possibilities were hinted 
at, including Hogan vs. Sting. 
Then, in several behind-the- 
scenes discussions with WCW 
officials, Flair expressed his 
desire to go one-on-one with the 
“Hulkster” ... one more time! 
This time, Flair would be the 
World champion and Hogan 
would be the challenger. WCW 
officials began negotiating with 
both men. At press time, it 
looked like Flair vs. Hogan was 
inevitable as the main event of 
either The Great American Bash 
or, at the latest, Starrcade ‘94. 
Flair and Hogan both know 
value when they see it and real- 
ize the vast money-making 


The “Hulkster” gets ready to send Flair for a ride. The two giants of modern 
wrestling met a handful of times while in the WWF; while Hogan won most of the 
matches, Flair was more dominant. Nothing was ever truly resolved. 


potential a pay-per-view con- 
frontation (incredibly, there has 


There’s an old saying that if some- 
thing is good, it’s worth waiting for. 


Well, the wrestling world waited over 


seven years for the first meeting 


between Hulk Hogan and Ric Flair 
before getting it on October 23, 2: ee 
the United States with Flair dominat- 
ing most of their matches and Hogan 


in Dayton, Ohio. =~ ea 
Flair won that match by countout 
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and came back two nights ter i ja 
an. countouts. The feud was fueled by 


HOGAN VS. FLAIR: PICKING UP WHERE WE LEFT OFF 
thought they had won the WWF 


World title, but a WWF official came 
out and informed referee Dave 


_ Hebner that Flair had used a pair of 
brass knuckles on Hogan. 


‘The two continued battling across 


winning by disqualifications and 


Flair’s insi ence ® that hen neve lost 


Paul Bearer’s assistance, scored the pin. 


his world championship (in fact, he. 
was stripped of the WCW title) 
before arriving in the WWF, and his 
desire to prove to Hogan he was the 
real world champion. . 

Flair played a major part when 
Hogan lost the belt to The Undertaker 
at Survivor Series ‘91. Hogan was 
distracted by Flair’s sudden appear-. 
ance at ringside and Undertaker, with — 


never been one) would have. 

“I'd love to wrestle Hogan one 
more time,” Flair said. “We 
never picked up where we left 
off and he never proved to me 
that he had what it takes to 
make it in my place. | want to 
see what he has.” 

Hogan was similarly unim- 
pressed by Flair. 

“| beat him 10 times,” Hogan 
said. “He beat me once. Flair 
might talk a big game, but he 
doesn’t have what it takes to 


Though now a fan favorite in WCW, the 
“Nature Boy” used dirty tactics against 
Hogan during their WWF matches. As 
long as he dominated the bouts, he 
didn’t mind taking them outside the 
ring, where he was often counted out. 


Hogan prepares himself for a collision with a railing, courtesy of the “Nature Boy.” 
It didn’t help the rivalry in that many WWF fans were unfamiliar with Flair, who 
was—and is—a legend in the NWA and later WCW. 
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HOGAN VS, FLAIR: A VIEW FROM WITHIN 


Here's how other wrestlers and 
wrestling personalities view a possi- 
ble Hogan-Flair clash. 

Jerry Lawler: “I don’t think it’s 
any contest. I realize that Hogan won 


‘most of their matches in the WWF a 


few years ago, but the difference 
now is that Flair’s been active and is 


~at the top of his game. Hogan hasn't 


_ wrestled since losing the WWE title 


to Yokozuna and he can’t just pick up 


where he left off. If Hogan couldn’t 
beat Yokozuna, he sure can’t beat 
Flair. ” i 


Rick Rude: “Hogan. Flair’s an 


overrated stiff.” 


Big Van Vader: “Flair, If he beat 


~ me, he can beat anyone.” 
‘Sting: “This is a tough call. Ric 
Flair is one of the greatest scientific 


wrestlers that ever lived and anyone. 
who goes up against him better be 


ready for a battle of wits. If Hogan 
wants to fight, Flair isn’t going to let 
him. The difference here could be 
Stamina. Flair’s ready to go the dis- 
tance while Hogan hasn't wrestled 
much in the last year. 1 think Flair 
will outsmart and outlast Hogan.” 
Roddy Piper: “Hogan. He has 


more character than Flair, and that’s 


what counts,” 

Jesse “The Body” Ventura: “Flair. 
He’s the greatest wrestler of all- 
“ite? Se 

Bobby Heenan: “Believe me, nei- 


ther of these guys have any talent. 1 
managed Flair and I’ve gone up. 
against Hogan, so don’t get carried 


away by people saying this is going 


to be the match of the century. It's 
not. To me, Flair is a gutless ingrate 


and Hogan is a big oaf. If I have to 
make a pick, I'll take the oaf.” 


back it up.” 

Indeed, Hogan won most of 
his matches against Flair back in 
1991. But things are different now. 

As Flair pointed out, he is the 
WCW World champion. Back 
then, Hogan was WWF World 
champion and Flair was the fed- 
eration invader, having recently 
been stripped of the WCW 
World belt. 

In 1991, Flair was a rule- 
breaker; Hogan was a fan 
favorite. This time, both men are 
fan favorites. They have rabid, 
intensely loyal backers. Sentiment 
is clearly split. 

In 1991, Flair was managed by 
Bobby Heenan. Curt Hennig was 
his intellectual adviser. Flair and 
Heenan eventually had a stormy 
breakup and Heenan is now in 
WCW as a TV commentator. 

Hogan has retired several 
times since 1991. Flair threat- 
ened retirement at Starrcade '93 


Usually it's Flair’s opponent who's screaming in the wake of his famed figure-four leglock, but not 
this time! Hogan’s found a way to thwart the “Nature Boy’s” finisher during this 1991 match at 
Madison Square Garden. 
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last December 27, but staved it 
off with a victory over Big Van 
Vader. 

And some things haven’t 
changed. 

Flair is the scientific genius, 
the master of ring generalship. 
Hogan is the fiery brawler who 
depends on emotion and the 
roar of the crowd. Flair is a cult 
hero, known predominantly 
among wrestling fans. Hogan is 
known worldwide and has 
starred in three movies. 

Flair and Hogan have huge 
egos. 

Flair wants Hogan. Hogan 
wants Flair. 

WCW wants them to have 


_ on-one ina big show. 


Flair on pay-per-view wi 
anything like their previ 
event matches on arena cards. Pay- 


everything. 
“T's like two tennis players meet- 
ing in a little match in Oshkosh and 


at Wimbledon,” said Rick Steamboat. 


one’s watching. You'd have to be 
dead not to feel it. The excitement 


The WWF doesn’t make many — 
e marketing blunders, but it made a big ¢ 
| one by not. ‘scheduling Hulk Hogan o 
against | Ric Flair in a pay-per-view — 
event. They wrestled in the Royal - 
Rumble and on the same card at ct 
WrestleMania ‘VII, but never one- — 


| per-view is. different. It changes cards,” said Hogan, who rarely loses 


pay-per-view matches. “It gets the — 


= excitement of 10 million Hulka- 
then meeting again on Centre Court — 


“There’s more pressure and every-- 


inside the arena is incredible because 


Hogan takes advantage of Flair’s weak- 
ened legs. Since the “Hulkster” hasn't 
regularly wrestled in quite some time, he 
might not be as well conditioned as he 
was when this match occurred in 1991. 


wins a p: jee rnatch.” = 


‘Flair didn’t mind a by 


: against Hogar i en Hogan will 
come out storming and try to feed 


upon the added excitement of the 
crowd, 
“1 love wrestling on the big 


adrenaline going and I can feel the 


maniacs rushing through the cable 
wires and into the ring. It’s a real — 
tush.” 

It’s a rush for everyone involved. 
Pay-per-view makes the extraordi- 
nary out-of-this-world. 
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For most of nine years, the WWF tl 
had no prouder possession than Hulk 

; Hogan’ s presence. The federation — 
‘was built around the “Hulkster,” 'F’s mos 
who made the WWF big and power- time e and 
ful. Just ask the average American. 


He'll tell you the WWE and Hogan 
are one and the same, married for 
be hife: 

But the divorce is final. Hogan 


: ce the WWF have separated. And WCW. as second-rate. \ Vince must st be 


the other woman is the WWF's 
_ worst enemy. 
“What WCW has done, or is 
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the "Sherri } Martel, Davey Bi Boy Smith: *y 


and Rick Rude jumped ship to 


ie WCW. ‘This is far worse. The 


means for wew, “especially. oe 
Hogan is at least semiretired and at 
most retired, but it’s a an ols coe 


_ bristling.” 
It was. bad enough ne the Wwe 


when — ‘Ventura, Roby maa 


WWF’ $s most. valuable talent is now | 


S$ doing business with its competitor. 


Sure, wcw would have rather 


had Hogan: earlier i in his career, like 
in 1986, when “Hulkamania” 
peaked. And Hogan's presence is a 

_ threat to the federation’s image as 
the home of scientific wrestling. 
_ But with Hogan, WCW has it all, 
‘The balance of talent suddenly looks 
very unbalanced, 


Hogan has long had a reputation for 
being a brawler. He did little to dispel 
that notion when he battled Flair. It 
would be odd to see WCW, a federation 
known for its scientific stars, sign 
Hogan, but it could happen. 


each other. 

“| respect Hogan for what he’s 
done for wrestling,” Flair said. 
“He brought it into the main- 
stream and made it popular 
among people who never 
watched the sport. But it disturbs 
me that people think he’s the 
begin all and end all of wrest- 
ling. | was just as dominant as 
he was, more so; I’m still on 
top.” 

Hogan feels Flair has some- 
thing to prove. 

“I’m not going to say any- 
thing about about a man who's 
won 10 world titles,” Hogan 
said. “He’s just never won any of 
them against me. Let's see how 
he reacts when the force of 10 
million Hulkamaniacs is running 
wild.” 

We can’t wait! Oo 
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By V.J. Paterno 


HEN YOU CAN'T do some- 
thing you like, it gnaws at 
your soul. Ted DiBiase’s soul has 
been gnawed at so much lately, it's 
probably not in much better shape 
the neck he seriously injured last 
fall. 
It was just last August that the 
“Million-Dollar Man” finished a 
lengthy and wildly successful 
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DiBiase (clutching Mitsuharu Mis- 
awa’s neck) doesn’t wear his “Mil- 
lion-Dollar” outfits in Japan, but 
he’s still had a good exchange rate 
there. He was into his second reign 
as IWGP tag team champion when 


the neck injury occurred. 


WWF stay with a loss to Razor 
Ramon at SummerSlam. While he 
didn’t like leaving on a down note, 


new horizons loomed ahead— 
specifically Japan. And only days 
after he arrived, he teamed with 
Stan Hansen to win the IWGP tag 
team title. 


For many years, Ted DiBiase has been 
one of pro wrestling’s most respected 
stars. He’s currently sidelined with a 
neck injury, and some worry this 
intense competitor may try to return 
sooner than expected. 


Things looked good, perhaps too 
good. In November, DiBiase seri- 
ously injured his neck during a 
match and had to return home. 
While the injury wasn’t necessarily 
considered career-threatening, doc- 
tors who examined the “Million- 
Dollar Man” told him that he defi- 
nitely had to stay out of the ring until 
at least the start of 1995. For as 
relentless a competitor as DiBiase 
is, such news was devastating. 

“Ted comes from a wrestling 
background,” said his former man- 
ager, Sherri Martel. “Both his 
mother and father wrestled profes- 
sionally, and Ted himself has been 
doing it for nearly two decades. 
For him to sit out a calendar year 
has to really hit him hard, especial- 
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ly when you watch him in the ring. 
He always enjoys being out there.” 

DiBiase, despite his fortunes, is 
not a man who can sit by idly. 
When he was offered a desk job by 
the WWF, he grabbed it. Fortu- 
nately, the desk turned out to be 
the WWF broadcast desk. DiBiase 
worked as an analyst on the Royal 
Rumble pay-per-view, and he has 
also worked on WWF Monday 
Night Raw. While it keeps DiBiase 
close to the wrestling scene during 
his recuperation, he must realize 
that, if healthy, he could defeat 
many of the wrestlers he’s watch- 


ing. 


“| talked with him before a card 
one night,” said P.J. Walker. “I told 
him | wanted to see him back in 
the ring soon. Sure the guy’s a 
rulebreaker, but he’s awfully tal- 
ented and we all respect him. He 
smiled and said something about 
not wanting to go throughout the 
calendar year 1994 without one 
match to put into his scrapbook. 
He keeps a thorough record of his 
matches, and he doesn’t want '94 
to be entirely empty.” 

At the same time, DiBiase cer- 
tainly understands that if he comes 
back too early, he puts the rest of 
his career in jeopardy. 


“It's quite a quandary,” said 
Steve Williams, who teamed with 
DiBiase to twice win the UWF tag 
team title in 1985. “Ted loves 
wrestling. It’s his life. Fortunately, 
he’s been in this situation before, 
so it’s not driving him mad ... not 
yet at least.” 

Williams is referring to spinal 
injuries in 1981 and 1985 that kept 
DiBiase out of action for extended 
periods, although neither was as 
severe as what he suffered last 
November. 

Perhaps DiBiase will consider 
managing until he’s back in wrest- 
ling shape. He could certainly help 


DiBiase sends “Macho Man” Randy Savage toward the ropes during a WWF card at Madison Square 
Garden. The injured “Million-Dollar Man” is now at the federation’s broadcast table, where Savage 
has frequently appeared in recent years. 
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DiBiase and Money Inc. teammate Irwin R. Schyster dominated virtually the entire first half of 1993. 
The World tag team champions retained the belts against rivals such as The Megamaniacs with 
Hulk Hogan at WrestleMania IX in Las Vegas. 


his old Money Inc. partner, Irwin R. 
Schyster. “He’d make a superb 
manager,” said Capt. Lou Albano. 
“With his tag team expertise, he 
knows how to work with people. 
And, of course, no one doubts his 
tactical wrestling ability. The only 
reservation | have is that it’s not 
easy for a wrestler who still con- 
siders himself active to manage 
effectively. Sherri Martel did it out 
of necessity because of a lack of 
wrestling competition, but not 
many men have done it.” 

If DiBiase can recover fully, 
there’s no reason he can't wrestle for 
many more years. After all, his fellow 
West Texas State alumnus Terry 
Funk is still excelling at age 49. 

“We're all rootin’ for Ted to 
come back,” Funk said. “I! haven't 
always seen eye-to-eye with him, 
but wrestling’s not the same with- 


out him. We want to see him back 
in the ring, but he should make 
sure he’s at 100 percent when he 
returns.” 

The “Million-Dollar Man” is not 
hurting for cash, of course, but 
there has to be a professional 
pride that says inside him, “Wrest- 
le, wrestle,” even if it's not in his 
best interest at this time. 

“| hope he can keep his impuls- 
es in check,” Sherri said. “If he’s 
worried the wrestling community's 
going to forget him while he’s out, 
he’s dead wrong. Someone who's 
accomplished as much as he has 
with so much technical ability and 
intelligence is not about to be 
ignored.” 

Once DiBiase does come back, 
he won't be fed a diet of prelim 
competitors. Someone of his sta- 
tus will face top-flight competition 


right off the bat. “And that’s anoth- 
er reason | think Ted needs to be 
fully recuperated,” said Funk. 
“Those guys he’ll face will be 
tough.” 

Whether DiBiase eventually 
wrestles again in the WWF or 
chooses to go the independent 
and Japanese route, he should be 
able to contend again. That's how 
talented he is. If he’s as smart as 
he is skilled (and his track record 
indicates there’s no reason to sus- 
pect otherwise), he'll bide his time 
and wait until the powers of mod- 
ern medicine get him back in fight- 
ing shape. 

‘Ted always kept his cool as a 
competitor,” Albano said. “He’s got 
to do the same thing here. What he 
has at stake is his health, his life, 
and that’s something far more 
important than a wrestling match.” 
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Terry Taylor, Rick Martel, and Curt Hennig used 
to get lost in the WWF shuffle. That can’t 
happen in today’s WWF, where Doink the 


Clown and Crush are stars and the off-ramp is 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


RECENT WWF card at the 

Seattle Center Arena was a 
real clinker. Yeah, the word “clink- 
er” is quite appropriate for a card 
that included Doink the Clown, 
Dink, The Bushwhackers, and The 
Headshrinkers. 
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getting crowded 


Clink. Clank. Clunk. Nobody 
begged for a refund because any- 
one who attended knew what they 
were getting: a bad night of 
wresiling. 

In March, the wrestling world 
was overwhelmed by this tidbit of 
information, which is reproduced 
here as it appeared in Pro Wrest- 


ling Illustrated Weekly: 

RETURNED: The Tonga Kid, to 
the WWF. He has replaced Head- 
shrinker Fatu on several cards 
recently. 

And that followed, by just a few 
months, this major talent acquisi- 
tion, again reprinted here verbatim 
from the Weekly: 


- one of the 


Jeff Jarrett was ch of an im 


hasn't made mu 
Sparky Plugs; @ lacklu 


" ihe but “pou: 2 

uswa’s m r the contro! © 

in the 
pact int 
ster newcomer. 


When Dink, a midget clown, ends up 
going one-on-one with Bam Bam 
Bigelow, you can be sure the WWF’s 
reputation is beginning to diminish. 
Many of the federation’s stars are gone, 
and most of the replacements haven't 
measured up. 


DEBUTED: Thurman Plugg, in 
the WWF. 

You know him better now as 
Sparky Plugg, of course. Nice 
name, isn’t it? Kind of gets the 
motor running. 

Think that’s a bad joke? Our 
feelings, exactly. 

And please don’t forget Kwang 
the Ninja. Or The Garbage Man. 
Or Dwight Bromall and Ben 
Jordan. 

WWF publicists delicately refer 
to this as an infusion of new talent. 
Actually, there has been a scary 
departure of old talent. 

Hulk Hogan? Gone, and possi- 
bly headed to WCW. Bobby “The 
Brain” Heenan? Gone, and in 
WCW. Sensational Sherri Martel? 
Gone, and causing trouble in 
WCW, AAA, ECW, and the WWN, 
Jim Crockett’s new promotion. Big 
Bossman, gone from the WWF, is 
now doing business as The Boss 
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In recent months, Tatanka has become one of the WWF’s biggest stars. But you have to won- 
der just how good he is if he has his troubles with the mediocre Kwang the Ninja. 


in WCW. Who's next? 

“At this point, the WWF is run- 
ning out of promotable talent,” said 
WWF expert Thomas Pilliard. “The 
only WWF stars anyone wants are 
Razor Ramon, Bret Hart, and Lex 
Luger. The WWF has lost its major 
marquee names.” 

Gone are the days when most 
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of the big names did business in 
the WWF. In a matter of months, a 
federation may announce a Ric 
Flair vs. Hulk Hogan pay-per-view 
extravaganza. It won’t be the 
WWF, but WCW. ~ 

The balance of power has shift- 
ed dramatically. Ted Turner's pur- 
chase of WCW gave it the financial 


resources to battle the 
WWF. Only recently has 
WCW used that power. 
Meanwhile, the WWF has 
done very little to satisfy 
its biggest stars and is 
replacing them with sec- 
ond-rate talent. 

While the WWF has of 
late dominated WCW in 
the Northeast, Turner’s 
federation is beginning to 
break out of the Southeast 
and into WWF strong- 
holds. The April Spring 
Stampede was held at the 
Rosemont Horizon in sub- 
urban Chicago, a former 
WWF venue. Slamboree 
is scheduled for Phila- 
delphia—WCW’s first card 
there in about a year. It’s a 
ripe time for picking off 
WWF fans, who are get- 
ting restless. 

“The WWF always had 
a bit of a circus atmos- 
phere, but now it’s totally 
out of hand,” said a WCW 
wrestler who requested 
anonymity (knowing, we’re 
sure, that the balance of 
power might shift again). 
“Wrestlers are embar- 
rassed to say they're in 
the WWF. Maybe Doink 
the Clown was the last 
straw, but there have 
always been problems. 
Maybe even a few people 
are jumping ship. [Vince] 
McMahon could be in a 
mess of trouble.” 

At press time, the WWF 
head was awaiting trial on 
charges of illegal distribu- 
tion of steroids. McMahon 
faces prison time and the possible 
fall of his federation if convicted. 
The WWF is in a heap of trouble 
because McMahon is_ shoulder- 
deep in hot water. It's no laughing 
matter. 

Realizing that even a guaran- 
teed contract isn’t worth much if 
the man making the guarantee is 
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Doink was once considered the most embarrassing personality in the WWF. Now the WWF has a 


whole cast of jokers, including Dink, who constantly interferes in Doink’s matches. He may be funny, 
but what does it say about the federation when he’s one of the main attractions? 


behind bars, several WWF stars 
started looking elsewhere. There 
have been too many problems 
piled on top of each other. The 
WWF is getting crushed by its own 
dead weight. 

Nonetheless, the federation has 
managed to maintain a semblance 
of quality competition. As of March 
13, 1994, five of the first six 
wrestlers in the Top 10 were 
wrestling in the WWF: Yokozuna, 
Razor Ramon, Shawn Michaels, 
Bret Hart, and Lex Luger. WCW 
holds the final four spots with Lord 


Steven Regal, Steve Austin, Sting, 
and Rick Rude, giving it an even 
split of the Top 10 (WCW World 
champion Ric Flair was number 
one). 

The problem lies in the WWF's 
second tier of wrestlers. The feder- 
ation is top-heavy with a weak sup- 
porting cast. Check out the bottom 
half of the WWF and WCW ratings. 
WCW has Dustin Rhodes, Rick 
Rude, Ron Simmons, The Boss, 
and Arn Anderson. The WWF 
counters with Randy Savage, 
Owen Hart, Jeff Jarrett, Crush, and 


Doink the Clown. It’s no contest. 

This is absolutely startling. The 
WWF always prided itself on an 
ability to stockpile great wrestlers. 
“Lost in the shuffle” was the phrase 
most often used to describe the 
careers of top wrestlers who were 
lost in the WWF's deep talent pool. 
Now it’s easy to find the talent in 
the WWF; just look at its top five or 
six wrestlers. 

After that, it's Plugg, Kwang, 
Doink. 

The sound is hollow. It has no 
depth. Neither does the WWF. (1 
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Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 
Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This very 
insightful book is written by two professionals in 
the wrestling business, who between them have 
worked for every major wrestling association in 
this country including the NWA, WCW and the 
WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get various jobs and what your 
chances are, and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to know. ¢ Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling ° Lists addresses of all 
U,S. promotions and wrestling schools ¢ Tells 
where to order boots, tights, etc. in the U.S. & UK. 
Updated 1994 Edition Now Shipping! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of book is only $15, including postage. 
Add $5 for outside U.S. Send cashier's check, 
money order or cash for immediate shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2770 Lenox Rd, NE, Ste. 200° Atlanta, GA 30324 
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Diesel is wasting his ability. At least that’s the opinion of reader Jerry Twayne, who 
says the promising seven-footer should break away from Shawn Michaels and con- 


centrate on his own career. 


tag team title. Now he’s turning 
into a great solo wrestler in ECW. 
| think he’s on the verge of 
becoming a star. He should go it 
alone. Who knows what kind of 
damage Sherri could do to his 
career. 
RICH WILLIS 
Reading, PA 
DIESEL STALLING 
What a waste of talent we’re 
seeing in the WWF with Diesel. 
We’re talking about a man who’s 
nearly 7' tall and about as power- 
ful as anyone in wrestling. Why is 
he still Shawn Michaels’ body- 
guard? He should have left 


Michaels’ side a long time ago 
and started thinking about his own 
career. | think we all got a glimpse 
of what the big man can do at the 
Royal Rumble. He hardly broke a 
sweat in eliminating seven men all 
by himself. 

If Diesel got serious about his 
own wrestling and didn’t just com- 
pete part-time, he could be a great 
one. He should also think about 
becoming a fan favorite. With all 
that talent and a crowd supporting 
him, he could accomplish so 
much. 

JERRY TWAYNE 
Dewitt, NY Oo 


THIS MONTH IN... 


SPORTS REVIEW 


Special Edition! 
A look into wrestling’s future: You won't 
believe what you see! 


Has STING been 
stung by the acting 
bug? . — 
DIESEL POWER: 
tracking the giant’s 
turbulent career 
PLUS ... 


EARTHQUAKE vs. BASTION BOOGER: It 
started as a joke and exploded into a war ... 
RON SIMMONS: “I'll show WCW who’s 
really BOSS!” ... Why won’t promoters give 
HAWK a break? ... An exclusive “Hotseat” 
with SMW Commissioner BOB 
ARMSTRONG ... JERRY LAWLER and 
EDDIE GILBERT face off “One On One” 


All this—and much more!—in the July 1994 
issue of Inside Wrestling 


NOW ON SALE! 
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FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


A former 
classmate 
reveals: “BIG 
VAN VADER 
humiliated me to 
tears!” 


EARTHQUAKE: 
rumbler or 
stumbler? 


PLUS ... 

HULK HOGAN and STING reveal their 
strategies for beating each other ... First 
basketball, then baseball, then MICHAEL 

JORDAN: pro wrestler?! ... MARCUS 
BAGWELL: “2 COLD SCORPIO almost 

crippled me!” ... THE SHEIK: still gory after 
all these years ... As manager or wrestler: 
Shame on you, JOHNNY POLO! 


All this—and much more!—in the July 1994 
issue of Sports Review Wrestling 
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[COMPUTER 
WRESTLING 


THE MOST REALISTIC 
ious SIMULATION COMPUTER GAMES 
THE MARKET TODAY! 
Shaan WRESTLING 
Over 400 professional wrestler’s from the 
past and present ® Match the champions of 
former eras against today’s best ¢ Singles 
matches, tag team, 3 man tag, rumbles - 
with up to 30 men in the ring at once, cage 
matches, war matches, or create your own 
style of match * More than 100 possible 
moves and holds ¢ Head to head or 
computer opponent * Won-lst records, 
complete print out of match action « Add 
wrestler’s, rate yourself and your friends! 


ORDER TODAY! 

Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 
You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
Please add $3.00 for shipping and handling. 

For more information, call or write for a free brochure. 
1-800-477-7032 


—LANCE-HAFFNER-GAMES-— 


P.O. BOX 100594 » NASHVILLE, TN 37224 


PRO 
WRESTLING 
PROMOTER 


Find out if you've got what it takes 
to be a wrestling promoter! 


- You create the wrestlers (actual or 
from your imagination). 

* Over 190 actual arenas (including 
capacity and rental fees). 

- Your the matchmaker: choose 
singles, tag-team, or 6 man tag- 
team. 

+ Choose specialty matches such as 
Steel Cage or Texas Death. 

- You choose the event type 
(including special events such as 
pay-per-view). 

You set the ticket prices and the 
advertising budget. 

- Each event shows a net profit/loss. 

PWP is available in two versions: 
Text: $29.95 
256 Color VGA Graphics: $49.95 
Please send check or money order to: 
WRB Creative Marketing Group 
PO Box 2753 - Shawnee Mission, KS 
66201 - (417) 781-4248 
MC/Visa accepted via phone. 
Please include disk size desired. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 7) 


Were Bob Armstrong simply beating Jim Cornette i in one-on-one matches, no one 
would pay much attention. But the reinstated Smoky Mountain commissioner is 
beating both Cornette and Dick Murdoch. 


outstanding.” By Regal’s caustic 
standards, that's virtually a compli- 
ment. 

Several WWF wrestlers recently 
took part in a Smoky Mountain 
card held in Marietta, Georgia— 
WCW country. One-time WCW 
World champ Luger topped Irwin 
R. Schyster, The Kid downed 
Smoky's up-and-coming light 
heavyweight Bobby Blaze, and 
Owen Hart teamed with Well 
Dunn in a six-man tag team loss 
to Steve, Scott, and Brian 
Armstrong. 


Speaking of the Armstrongs, 
recently reinstated SMW Commis- 
sioner Bob Armstrong is feeling 
his oats. The veteran has been 
winning handicap matches on 
SMW cards, beating Dick Mur 
doch and Jim Cornette. Stick to 
managing, Jimbo, as should one 
of your SMW cohorts, Tammy 
Fytch. The haughty one from 
Wellesley tried tag team wrestling 
with Brian Lee, only to be hum- 
bled by current champ Tony 
Anthony and his manager, “Dirty 
White Girl” Kimberly. 


Eddie Gilbert is wearing two crowns in Memphis these days. Gilbert, the 
USWA champion, recently won the Southern belt by pinning Brian 
Christopher. Will he team with brother Doug and seek the hat trick? 


“They probably didn’t offer 
wrestling in Wellesley’s phys ed 
program, but something like 
squash instead, which only goes 
to show you how stupid those 
snooty people are,” Kimberly com- 
mented. “Squash is something you 
eat!” 

Jerry Lawler may be “The 
King,” but how about “Emperor” 
Eddie Gilbert? He achieved a 
rare feat recently when he simulta- 
neously held two titles in the 
USWA. First, he won the USWA 


belt from longtime rival Lawler, 
and then he added the Southern 
title to his collection by beating 
Brian Christopher. “If | could, I'd 
clone myself and win the tag team 
title,” Gilbert said. “As it is, I'll set- 
tle for teaming with [brother] 
Doug.” 

Don’t tell that to The Moon- 
dogs. As this was written, they've 
been tag team champs for six 
weeks—an eternity in the volatile 
Memphis scene. 

Independent wrestler name of 


the month: Izzy Straight, who 
recently won a $1,000, over-the- 
top-rope battle royal in New 
England Pro Wrestling. Izzy, or 
izzy not? Who knows? 

Aja Kong and Bull Nakano 
may have competition. Contro- 
versial figure skater Tonya 
Harding has been offered 100 mil- 
lion yen (approximately $2-million) 
to sign with All-Japan Women’s 
Pro Wrestling. That’s the same 
amount rival Nancy Kerrigan 
received for signing with the Walt 
Disney Company. Sounds ludi- 
crous to me. What next? If 
Harding signs as a rulebreaker, 
will All-Japan Women also hire 
Olympic speedskating heroine 
Bonnie Blair as a fan favorite? 
Could Tonya convert her triple- 
axle into a devastating finishing 
kick? 

My best wishes to Steve 
Anderson, whose insightful politi- 
cal cartoons usually appear within 
the pages of this column. Steve 
was involved in an auto accident 
and is recovering from an injury to 
his drawing hand. 

That’s what’s happening. See 
you at the matches! Oo 


GrudgeMatches The 
Best In 


Pro-Girl 
Wrestling 
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Williams, Simmons, Luger, and 
Rhodes turned to wrestling 
because a football career was 
either unavailable or they were 
ready for a new challenge. The 
switch to wrestling seemed natural 
because it’s a contact sport that 
requires a competitor to have 
above-average size. But the 
switch isn’t as easy as some peo- 
ple think. Contrary to popular 
belief, the physical demands of 
wrestling and football aren’t at all 
similar. 

“In football, a play lasts for 
about five seconds,” Williams 
said. “In wrestling, you’re going at 
it for 15, 20 minutes at a time and 
you can never stop. Wrestling 
requires a lot more stamina and 
strength. In football, you can just 
overpower the guy on the other 
side of the line with one push. It 
takes a lot more than that in 
wrestling.” 

Ron Simmons excelled at foot- 
ball at Florida State University, 
then struggled for years before 
winning the WCW World title. He 
learned that conditioning tech- 
niques are different in wrestling. 

“You have to work your entire 
body,” Simmons said. “I’ve seen 
hundreds of football linemen who 
have huge upper bodies and arms, 
but no leg strength. Leg strength is 
one of the most important things in 
wrestling because you’re always 
driving off your legs and moving 
around the ring. I’m not saying 
which one is tougher. If | was a pro 
wrestler first and a football player 
second, the adjustment would 
have been just as difficult.” 

Giant Gonzales, formerly 
known as El Gigante, made the 
toughest switch of all: Basketball 
and wrestling definitely do not mix. 
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Former NFL lineman Lex Luger endures a chokehold from former sumo wrestler 
Yokozuna. Both have become champion wrestlers, and should be saluted for mak- 
ing successful transitions from their original sports. 


Basketball requires height, speed, 
quick movements, and jumping 
ability. Great height is a tremen- 
dous advantage. In wrestling, 
height is of little use. Having a 
high center of gravity actually 
works against you. Andre the 
Giant’s height hindered his suc- 
cess, but his girth made him 
unbeatable. 

Gigante started his wrestling 
career by bulking up and learning 
basic moves. It was like teaching 
a 25-year-old a new way to walk. 
The big man kept tripping over his 
own feet and waving his arms 
widely, as if he was trying to block 
a shot. Well, there was no ball to 
block and no hoop to stuff. 
Gigante’s career progressed slow- 
ly and finally stopped. He will 
never be a world champion. 

But give him credit for trying. 
Also give credit to Savage, Wil- 
liams, Simmons, Luger, and the 
others, who successfully made a 


very difficult adjustment. Bo 
Jackson should be lauded as one 
of the greatest athletes of all-time. 
And although | don’t like Michael 
Jordan, he deserves admiration 
for trying. For putting himself on 
the line and risking embarrass- 
ment. The media were handy with 
their poison pens. 

| was amazed that Jordan could 
even touch big-league pitching. 
The average person, even the 
average athlete, wouldn’t get with- 
in a foot of a major league curve 
ball. Jordan, though looking bad, 
hung in there and took his cuts. 
He even hit the ball once in a 
while, although actual hits were 
far more scarce. 

And if he wants to try his hand 
at another sport, pro wrestling 
would welcome him. Besides, 
nobody’s designed a good 
wrestling shoe in a long time. 
Maybe Nike would find a new 
market for its product. Oo 
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CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


The Quebecers ... fan favorites? Why, yes—in Quebec, 
of course! Jacques and Pierre delighted a crowd at 
The Forum in Montreal, as they retained their WWF 
World tag team title by defeating The Smokin’ Gunns. 


beat Jim Powers Inter- 
continental champ Razor Ramon 
beat Irwin R. Schyster by countout 
... Lex Luger defeated Kwang the 
Ninja ... World champion Yoko- 
zuna beat Tatanka. 


Knoxville, TN (Correspond- 
ent—Andy Dearborne): Bob 
Armstrong is one of the busiest 
men in wrestling these days. Not 
only does he have his hands full 
as the new commissioner of 
Smoky Mountain Wrestling, he still 
has a score to settle with manager 
Jim Cornette and his wrestlers. 

On this night, Armstrong faced 
Cornette and Dick Murdoch, one 
of his hired hitmen, in a handicap 
match. It was an all-out brawl 
throughout. Murdoch did most of 
the damage to Armstrong, using 
the tape from his wrists to choke 
“Bullet Bob” every chance he got. 
Cornette got in a few blows when 
he could, but more often than not 
found himself flat on his back 
courtesy of Armstrong’s right 
hand. 

The two rulebreakers ended up 
making a major mistake. With 
Cornette attempting to hold the 


56 The Wrestler 


(Continued from page 14) 


commissioner, Mur- 
doch went to smash 
him with his fist. Arm- 
strong ducked, howev- 
er, and Murdoch hit the 
manager instead. Arm- 
strong got to his feet, 
kayoed Murdoch, and 
got the pin on Cor- 
nette. 

In other bouts: The 
Thrill Seekers beat 
The Infernos ... Mike 
Furnas pinned Killer 
Kyle ... In a ladder 
match, Tracey Smoth- 
ers beat Chris Candido 
... Ina mixed tag team 
match, Tony Anthony 
& Kimberly beat Brian 
Lee & Tammy Fytch ... 
In a 60-minute marathon match, 
SMW tag team champions The 
Heavenly Bodies beat The Rock 
’n’ Roll Express, three falls to two. 


Los Angeles, CA (Corre- 
spondent—Jose-Luis Valencia): 
More than 14,000 fans at the 
Sports Arena were ready for war 
when Jake Roberts, seconded by 
Blue Panther and Sherri Martel, 
faced AAA star Konnan, who had 
Perro Aguayo in his corner, in a 
cage match. Roberts bloodied 
Konnan before the bout began by 
slamming the cage door on his 
head. 

“The Snake” went to work from 
there when he drove the Mexi- 
can’s star’s face into the steel 
mesh several times. Konnan bled 
profusely. Outside the ring, 
Panther hit Aguayo with Sherri’s 
shoe. He also tried to nail Aguayo 
with a loaded elbowpad, but kay- 
oed Sherri instead. Back inside, 
Konnan tried to turn the match 
around, but Roberts caught him 
with a low blow. 

Konnan did try to escape the 
cage, but Panther pulled him down 
and Roberts hit him with brass 


knuckles. At this point, Mascara 
Sagrada and midget Mascarita 
Sagrada ran out from the locker 
room. After Roberts DDT’d Kon- 
nan, Mascarita threw a drink in 
Roberts’ face, climbed the cage, 
and dove onto “The Snake.” While 
Roberts was attacking Mascarita, 
Mascara threw a drink in Konnan’s 
face. Revived, he hit Roberts with 


Jake Roberts is most Mexican wrestling 
fans’ idea of “The Ugly American.” He 
brutalized Konnan during a AAA card in 
Los Angeles, but the Mexican star ral- 
lied to beat “The Snake.” 


a foreign object, and got the pin. 

In other bouts: Chavo, Hector, 
& Mando Guerrero beat The Killer 
Blond, Super Conejo, & Tim 
Patterson ... Los Payasos defeat- 
ed Misterioso, Torero, & Mascara 
Sagrada ... Mascarita Sagrada 
beat Espectrito ... Espectro Jr., 
Jerry Estrada, & Fuerza Guerrera 
beat Heavy Metal, Rey Misterio 
Jr., & Winners. Oo 
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1990, and predictions for 1991. 
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nor Sige eee Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated is the leading 


wrestling magazine in the world 
today, and no issues of PW! are more 


coveted than our incredible special 

issues. For a limited time only, you 
can complete your collection of these 
historic color-packed edifions for only 


$5 per copy! Supplies are very 
limited, so order today! 


fone 1992 
MARCH 1992 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1991—The 


Year In Wrestling,” Achievement ‘91 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 
1991, and predictions for 1992. 


AUGUST 1992 Allslick, all color! This 88-page special includes extensive 
coverage of WrestleMania Vill, plus a bonus photo section detailing the career 
of Hulk Hogan in photos! 


MARCH 1993 A 100-page all-slick, all-color edition including: “1992—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement ‘92 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 
1992, and predictions for 1993. 


AUGUST 1993 An 88-page edition celebrating the supercards of 1993: 
WrestleMania IX and WCW’s first-ever card in Manhattan. Plus: Results of the 
first-ever “ PW1 Poll” of wrestling’s insiders! 


MARCH 1994 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1993—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement ‘93 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 
1993, and predictions for 1994. 


Q: 


“T want Senior Editor Bill Apter 
to tell me which independent fed- 
eration is better, Smoky 
Mountain or USWA.”—Harry 
Hawkins, McMinnville, TN 
“There’s no clear-cut answer to 
that, because it depends upon 
how you define better,” Apter 
answered. “USWA titles are 
certainly far more volatile, so if 
you like seeing title changes, 
the USWA is for you. Smoky 
has the edge in managers, as 
might any indy federation with 
Jim Cornette, Tammy Fytch, 
Kimberly, and Ron Wright. ’m 
glad both promotions are doing 
well, because it’s good to have 
variety. It’s like being able to 
choose either a Chinese or 
Mexican restaurant when you 
go out for dinner! Be thankful 
both federations are a short 
drive away from your home.” 
“This question is for Jim Cor- 
nette: The Heavenly Bodies near- 
ly beat Rick and Scott Steiner for 
the WWF World tag team title. 
Could they beat The Quebecers, 


YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from page 16) 


and would you like to get the 
chance?”—Danny Schwartz, 
Fabius, NY 
“Danny, you know as well as I 
do how good The Heavenly 
Bodies are—the best tag team, 
with the best manager,” said 
Cornette. “Could we beat The 
Quebecers, who are a very 
good twosome? Definitely! At 
this time, though, Tom 
Prichard and Jim Del Rey are 
more concerned with doing 
away with The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express once and for all. If you 
saw The Survivor Series, 
you’re aware how much we 
hate those twerps! Once that is 
accomplished—and it will be in 
short time—then we’ll focus on 
Jacques and Pierre. Then they 
can worry!” 

eK 
“I'd like to ask Greg ‘The Ham- 
mer’ Valentine, who currently 
wrestles part-time in the WWF 
and also on the independent cir- 
cuit, if he prefers competing in 
one or the other.”—Olivia Olsen, 
Santa Monica, CA 


According to Jim Cornette, The Heavenly Bodies could definitely defeat WWF 


World tag team champions The Quebecers. However, Cornette said the Bodies’ 
primary goal at this time is finally putting away The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. 
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Greg Valentine is the current World 
Wrestling Council Universal cham- 
pion. He competes in both inde- 
pendents and the WWF, and says 
his situation gives him the best of 
both worlds. 


“TJ honestly have no preference, 
Olivia,” Valentine commented. 
“The WWE has the excellent 
pool of talent you’d expect from 
a major federation, but being a 
part-time wrestler there gives me 
flexibility. I can travel to places 
and face opponents I normally 
wouldn’t see in the WWF, while 
still having the security of com- 
peting for a major. And I also 
hold a title—Universal champi- 
on of the World Wrestling 
Council down in Puerto Rico. I 
feel in charge of my own des- 
tiny, and I know many other 
part-timers feel the same way.” 
“This question is for The Boss: 
Do you plan to referee a match 
again?”—Harley Palmer, St. 
Paul, MN 

“If WCW officials want me to, 
yes, but I currently have no 
plans,” Boss answered. “I under- 
stand Vader’s mad at me over 
my ruling that he submitted 
against Flair at SuperBrawl. 
That’s all right. P’ll take care of 
that rulebreaker in my own 
manner.” Oo 


ees BACK ISSUES OF 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


November 1985/Stories include: Hogan, 
Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Omdorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

June 1986/Stories include: Luger, 
Hemandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Fantastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita, 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Bome & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 

March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat, 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, Luger, 
Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Windham, 
Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Comette, Hyatt, 
Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen, 

August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
November 1987/Stories include: Williams, 
Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 

December 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake, 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 

March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, Luger- 
Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase, 


June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, Lawler, Ellering, 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Midnight 
Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 

January 1989/Stories include: Kevin Von, 
Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 

February 1989/Stories include: Warriors, 
Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 

March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, Flair, 
Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 

April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Warriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 

May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 

June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 

July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Hogan- 
Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 

October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs, Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, Hayes. 
November 1989/Stories include; Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk, 
December 1989/Stories include: Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 

January 1990/Stories include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Am. 

February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 
March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, Flair- 
Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors. 

April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, Luger, 
Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 

May 1990/Stories include: Sting & Ultimate, 
Bossman, Von Erichs, Hogan. 


dune 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rockers, Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger. 
July 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard. 
August 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Embry, Demolition, Doom. 
September 1990/Stories include: Ultimate, 
Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 

October 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 
November 1990/Stories include: Luger & 
Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 
February 1991/Stories include: Sting- 
Vicious, Muta-Steamboat, Warrior, Hogan. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Piper, Comette, Steiners. 

April 1991/Stories include: Hogan, DiBiase, 
Skyscrapers, Luger, Zenk. 

May 1991/Stories include; Hogan- 
Slaughter, Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo. 

June 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Nastys, 
Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 

July 1991/Stories include: Flair-Fujinami, 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage. 

August 1991/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig, Poffo. 

September 1991/Stories include: Steiners 
vs. Sting & Luger, LOD, Cactus. 
November 1991/Stories include: Luger, 
Steamboat, Piper, Global. 

December 1991/Stories include: Flair- 
Hogan, Beverlys, Sting-Luger. 

January 1992/Stories include: LOD, Badd, 
Hughes, Roberts, Gossett. 

February 1992/Stories include; Flair, 
Simmons, Santana, Backlund. 

March 1992/Stories include: Pillman, WWF 
title, Rude, Mountie-Hart. 

April 1992/Stories include: Bearer, WCW 
magic, Hennig & Flair, LPWA. 

May 1992/Stories include: Flair, Anderson 
& Eaton, Piper, Rhodes, USWA. 


June 1992/Stories include: Flair-Hogan- 
Justice, Gilbert, Warrior, Vegas. 

duly 1992/Stories include: Rude, LOD, 
Madusa, Monsoon, Nurse Vanessa. 
August 1992/Stories include: Warrior, 
Bunkhouse, Undertaker-Roberts, Sting. 
September 1992/Stories include: LOD, 
Repo vs. Crush, Kleen, Freebirds. 
October 1992/Stories include: Bulldog & 
Warrior, Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Austin. 
November 1992/Stories include: Crush, 
Reed, Hennig, Sting, Rogers. 

December 1992/Stories include: Hogan, 
Roberts, Simmons, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
January 1993/Stories include: Ramon- 
Savage, Sting-Roberts, Disasters. 
February 1993/Stories include: Hart, Rick 
Steiner, Backlund, Austin. 

April 1993/Stories include: What's in/out, 
Ramon, Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka. 
June 1993/Stories include: Sting-Vader, 
Doink & Christopher, Steiners, Lawler. 
July 1993/Stories include: Smith-Vader, 
Ramon, Rhodes, Tatanka, Bravo murder. 
August 1993/Stories include: Hogan- 
Yokozuna, Jarrett, Vicious, Hart, Payne. 
September 1993/Stories include: Ramon, 
Steiners, Simmons, Hart, Sting & Davey Boy. 
October 1993/Stories include: Vader & 
Viclous, SummerSlam lists, sHart-Lawler. 
November 1993/Stories include: Rude-Flair, 
Hogan, Luger, Jannetty, Bodies, Power Bombs. 
December 1993/Stories include: Luger, 
Sting & Flair, Fytch, Luna, Austin. 
January 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rude-Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Comette. 
February 1994/Stories include: Vicious & 
Am, Yokozuna, Vader-Cactus, steroids. 
April 1994/Stories include: Hogan, Savage- 
Crush, Flair, Blayze, Adams, Boss. 

May 1994/Stories include: Royal Rumble, 
Hulk minus bulk, Boss, Douglas-Sherri. 
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SHAWN MICHAELS 


Every month, The Wrestler will comb 

through its extensive photo files and shine its 
spotlight on an outstanding wrestler, manager, 
or tag team. We'll present unforgettable 


highlights in the action-packed careers 
of the sport's greatest stars, culled from 


the most extensive photographic archives 


anywhere in the wrestling world! 


OR TECHNICAL in 
Skills, few wrestlers 


are Shawn Micha- 
els’ equal. He’s accom- 
plished a lot, considering 
his relatively small size, 
and is one of the most ver- 
satile wrestlers around. 

But few fans notice, or 
care, about these qualities. 
They're more concerned 
with Michaels’ nefarious 
ways, as well as the many 
feuds sparked by this devi- 
ous rulebreaker. 

The native of San 
Antonio, Texas, was once 
trained by Jose Lothario, 
and made his pro debut in 
the Mid-South area in 
1985. Later that year, he 
met Marty Jannetty in the 
Central States area, and 
they teamed up as The 
Midnight Rockers in the 
AWA in 1986. After a 
struggle, they finally 
defeated Buddy Rose and 
Doug Somers for the tag 
team belts on January 27, 1987. 
The popular high-flying combo 
held the title for four months, then 
had another three-month reign at 
the start of 1988. 

Eventually, The Rockers left the 
AWA for the WWF, where they 
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contended for the tag title but 
never quite got it. Frustrated, the 
two began feuding, and Michaels 
and Jannetty parted ways in early- 
1992. Shawn turned rulebreaker, 
under the guidance of valet Sherri 
Martel, and finally achieved solo 


fame on October 27, 1992, 
when he beat Davey Boy 
Smith for the Intercon- 
tinental title. 

Once Michaels took 
control of the I-C division, 
it was next to impossible to 
dethrone him. The belt 
belonged to him for nearly 
seven months, until Jan- 
netty—of all people— 
pulled off the upset on 
WWE Monday Night Raw. 
Even that setback didn’t last 
very long, as Michaels 
regained the belt 20 days 
later in Albany, New York. 

In the fall of 1993, WWF 
President Jack Tunney sus- 
pended Michaels for rea- 
sons that have never been 
clearly explained. While 
Michaels sat out, the WWF 
held a battle royal in which 
the finalists would square 
off for the vacant I-C title. 
In that bout, Razor Ramon 
beat Rick Martel. Michaels 
protested, claiming his belt 
was the real one, but the WWF 
ruled otherwise and considered 
Ramon its champion. 

Whether you love or loathe 
Michaels, you must recognize his 
ability ... ability good enough to 
give him room in our “Spotlight.” 0 


WV February 1988: The Midnight Rockers, Marty Jannetty and 
Shawn Michaels, ruled the AWA tag team scene at this time. 
They pummel challenger Rick Morton of The Rock ’n’ Roll 


Express during a card in Memphis. 


<q April 1988: Still 
part of the tag 
team champions, 
Michaels armdrags 
Brian Knobs of 
The Nasty Boys. 
The Rockers would 
lose the belts a 
month later to 
Soldat Ustinov and 
Boris Zhukov. 


V July 1993: Michaels and Jannetty had several memorable 
matches during the year. In this bout on WWF Monday Night 
Raw, Michaels kept his I-C title through a videotape replay. It 
was later named PWi’s Match of the Year. 


A October 1992: Michaels finally achieved significant solo 
glory, conquering Davey Boy Smith for the WWF 
Intercontinental title in Terre Haute, Indiana. By this time, 
Michaels had split from Jannetty and turned rulebreaker. 


A December 1993: WWF officials stripped Michaels of the !-C 
belt, later won by Razor Ramon. Michaels maintained he was 
still champion and, along with Diesel, assaulted Ramon on 
several occasions. 
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MATT BROCK'S 


LOOKING BACK 


April 1965 
MARIO GALENTO 


VS. 
BILLY BOY HINES 


EOPLE THINK A classic match 

has to be in a classic setting, 
either with a major title on the line 
or as part of a pay-per-view. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Some of my favorite matches 
involve wrestlers forgotten by all 
but the most avid of fans. 

Take the following match, for 
instance. | was lucky to have been 
on hand that night, and it was vio- 
lent and wild. It also showed the 
law taking wrestling into its own 
hands long before Big Bossman, 
The Boss, whatever you want to 
call him, practiced his own form of 
ring vigilantism. 

Wrestling fans these days know 
Columbus, Georgia, as the home- 
town of WWF star Marty Jannetty. 
Cards are held there every now 
and then, and in fact 2 Cold 
Scorpio and Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell beat The Nasty Boys 
there last October to begin their 
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challenge when he took him on after Galento had disposed of his regularly sched- 
uled opponent on a card in Columbus, Georgia. 


20-day reign as WCW World tag 
team champs. 

Back in April of 1965, Colum- 
bus was in the midst of a warm 
spell. Temperatures were in the 
high-70s, and few automobiles 


back then had air conditioning. | 
was driving back north from a 
vacation on Florida’s Gulf Coast, 
and thought I’d take in this card as 
a busman’s holiday. Anything to 
escape the heat and humidity. 


The tattooed Hines continued his 
assault, and was on the verge of stran- 
gling Galento when the champ took a 
violent—and potent—swing at his rival. 


If you’re young, you probably 
don’t remember Mario Galento, 
but he was a veteran of the 
Southern wrestling scene. (His 
daughter Barbara also achieved 
some success in the squared cir- 
cle, and once was even his tag 
team partner.) He was twice 
Georgia champion, and was in the 
midst of his first reign when he 
wrestled at the Arena that night. 
I'd love to remember whom he 
beat to retain his title, but I’ve mis- 
laid my notes. And since I'd had a 
few beers that night, | doubt | 
could have deciphered my hand- 
writing. 

As it turned out, it wasn’t impor- 
tant. As soon as the match was 
over, cauliflower-eared Billy Boy 
Hines, who had been watching as 
a spectator, suddenly entered the 
ring for an impromptu match. 
Galento wasn't disposed to fight a 
doubleheader, and showed his 
displeasure a few minutes later by 
swinging at Hines and hitting him 
in the face. No one knew a roll of 
coins was in his fist. Once he 
made contact, pennies scattered 
throughout the ring, and Hines’ 
right eye was bloodied. 


The crowd gasped. Not me—| 
had often seen this sort of rule- 
breaking behavior before, so | 
guess | was a bit accustomed to it. 
In fact, | even remember whistling 
“Pennies From Heaven” as refer- 
ee Leon Ogle escorted the bleed- 
ing Hines, a winner by disquailifi- 
cation, from the ring. Sorry to con- 
done this sort of violence, but | 
guess | was in an impish mood 
that evening. 

But the strangest part of the 
story was yet to come. Turns out 
the card was being shown live on 
local television, and Columbus Po- 
lice Chief Clyde 
Adair was watch- 
ing all the action 
from his living 
room. Once he 
saw the chican- 
ery, he immedi- 
ately got on the 
horn to head- 
quarters, ordered 
an investigation, 
and had Galento 
arrested on a dis- 
orderly conduct 
charge. 

“To my mind, 
it was certainly a | 
disorderly case, 
and | thought it 
was time we did |/ 
something about |, 
it,” Adair told the 
Columbus Led- 
ger. 

Galento was 
released from jail 
after paying $77 
bond, and was to be tried later 
that week before Judge T.M. 
Flournoy in Recorder's Court. 

“This is absurd, absolutely 
crazy!” the champ commented, 
shaking his head as he left the 
courthouse the following morning. 
“Tell me, Matt, just what is the 


wild swing. 


Turns out Galento had a roll of coins in his fist, and the pen- 
nies’ pummeling power caused Hines’ right eye to bleed pro- 
fusely. Meanwhile, a disoriented Galento is reeling from his 


Columbus Police Department 
doing getting involved in wrest- 
ling? I'm sure there’s lots of other 
sordid stuff going on in this town 
under the police chief's nose, and 
he’s preoccupied with me? | don't 
get it.” 

He was probably also shocked 
to learn that Hines had signed up 
for a match with him that night. 
Well, at least the promoter was 
smart enough to strike the iron 
while it was hot. 

| left Columbus about noon, and 
never did see the “rematch.” | 
guess Galento won, because he 


held the state title until June, when 
Buddy Fuller pinned him in Atlanta 
in a match refereed by heavy- 
weight boxing legend Rocky 
Marciano. 

As for the disorderly conduct 
charge, I’m sure it was dismissed. 
At least | hope so. oO 
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TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 

BRET HART | THE QUEBECERS 

235, Calgary, Alberta Combined weight: 472 pounds 

(5) WWE World champion (1) WWF World tag team champions 
2 STING THE NASTY BOYS 

260, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 585 pounds 


(8) No. 3 contender: WCW World title 
3 RAZOR RAMON 

291, Minneapolis, MN 

(3) WWE Intercontinental champion 
& SHAWN MICHAELS 

220, San Antonio, TX 

(-} No. 5 contender: WWF World title 
5 LEX LUGER === 

290, Chicago, IL 

(4) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 

OWEN HART 


(2) WCW World tag team champions 
3 MEN ON A MISSION 
Combined weight: 704 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
& MARCUS BAGWELL & 2 COLD SCORPIO 
Combined weight: 462 pounds 
{-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
5 STING & RICK STEAMBOAT 
Combined weight: 498 pounds 
{-) Ne. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
THE MOONDOGS 


223, Calgary, Alberta Combined weight: 450 pounds 
{-} No. 2 contender: WWF World title (7) USWA tag team champions 
7 RIC FLAIR THE HEAVENLY BODIES 
243, Minneapolis, MN Combined weight: 450 pounds 
(1) WCW World champion (5) Smoky Mountain tag team champions 


8 RICK STEAMBOAT 

238, Honolulu, HI 

{-) No. 5 contender: WCW World title 
g RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 

(9) No. 7 contender: WCW World title 


10 STEVE REGAL 
247, Blackpool, England 


JERRY LAWLER & BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
Combined weight: 464 pounds 
(8) No. 1 contenders: USWA tag title 
g THE ROCK '"N' ROLL EXPRESS 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 
(10) No. 1 contenders: Smoky Mountain tag title 
10 THE BUSHWHACKERS 
Combined weight: 499 pounds 


Rick Steamboat 


(6) WCW TV champion (-) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
wcw WWE GLOBAL USWA 
World Champion: World Champion: Global Champion: USWA Champion: 
RIC FLAIR BRET HART CHRIS ADAMS EDDIE GILBERT 
(C) 243, Minneapolis, MN (C) 235, Calgary, Alberta (C) 228, Stratford, England (C) 222, Lexington, TN 
1—STEVE AUSTIN 1—RAZOR RAMON 1—ROD PRICE 1—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(1) 241, Dallas, TX (1) 291, Minneapolis, MN (1) 265, los Angeles, CA (3) 230, Memphis, TN 
2—STEVE REGAL 2—OQWEN HART 2—MOADIB 2—JERRY LAWLER 
(2) 247, Blackpool, England (7) 223, Calgary, Alberta (2) 285, parts unknown (2) 234, Memphis, TN 
3—STING 3—YOKOZUNA 3—MIKE DAVIS 3—ROBERT GIBSON 
(3) 260, Venice Beach, CA (C) 550, Samoa (8) 235, Tampa, Fi (-) 225, Pensacola, Fl 
4—BIG VAN VADER 4—LEX LUGER 4—JEEP SWENSON 4—KOKO B. WARE 
(4) 450, Denver, CO (5) 290, Chicago, IL (9) 253, South Africa (5) 229, Union City, TN 
5—RICK STEAMBOAT 5—SHAWN MICHAELS 5—SCOTT PUTSKI 5—DOUG GILBERT 
(5) 238, Honolulu, HI (6) 220, San Antonio, TX (3) 235, Austin, IX (1) 241, Lexington, TN 
6—JOHNNY B. BADD 6—RANDY SAVAGE 6—JOHN HAWK 6—TOMMY RICH 
(-) 235, Macon, GA (4) 245, Sarasota, FL (7) 280, Sweetwater, TX (-) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
7—RICK RUDE 7—EARTHQUAKE 7—BLACK BART 7—JEFF GAYLORD 
(6) 246, Robbinsdale, MN (-) 462, Montreal, Quebec (4) 261, Pampa, TX (9) 280, St. Louis, MO 
8—MAXX PAYNE 8—TATANKA 8—AL PEREZ 8—MIKE ANTHONY 
(-) 350, lowa City, IA (3) 260, Miami, FL {-) 239, Tampa, FL (4) 205, Calgary, Alberta 
9—DUSTIN RHODES 9—DOINK THE CLOWN 9—ICEMAN PARSONS 9—SKULL VON CRUSH 
(7) 254, Austin, TX (9) 235, parts unknown (-) 245, St. Louis, MO (8) 236, parts unknown 
10—RON SIMMONS 10—JEFF JARRETT 10—MARC VALIANT 10—TROY GRAHAM 
(10) 260, Perry, GA (8) 220, Hendersonville, TN (6) 231, Dallas, TX (-) 237, Memphis, TN 
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OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most 
Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character 
of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top 
title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indi- 
cates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last 
issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


BRET HART 

235, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 2 Mos? Popular 
2 STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
3 RAZOR RAMON 

291, Minneapolis, MN 

Last issue: No. 6 Mos? Popular 
4 RICK STEAMBOAT 

238, Honolulu, HI 

Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 
5 LEX LUGER 

290, Chicago, Ik 


Last issue: No. 1 Mos? Popular 


6 RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 


Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 


7 TATANKA 
260, Miami, FL 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


8 RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, Fl 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


9 DUSTIN RHODES 
254, Austin, TX 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular 
10 THE BOSS 
310, Cobb County, GA 
Last issue: unrated 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN 
Smoky Mountain Champion: 
TONY ANTHONY 
(C) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
1—BRIAN LEE 
(1) 251, Los Angeles, CA 
2—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(3) 227, Atlanta, GA 
3—CHRIS CANDIDO 
(2) 226, Carteret, NJ 
4—TIM HORNER 
(-) 235, Morristown, TN 
5—BOBBY BLAZE 
(4) 222, Charlotte, NC 
6—RICK MORTON 
(9) 228, Memphis, TN 
7—ROBERT GIBSON 
(-) 225, Pensacola, FL 
8—TOM PRICHARD 
(8) 220, Houston, TX 
9—DICK MURDOCH 
(-) 287, Waxahachie, TX 


10—ROBBIE EAGLE 
(7) 225, Raleigh, NC 


MOST HATED 


] BIGVAN VADER 


450, Denver, CO 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


@ SHAWN MICHAELS 


220, San Antonio, TX 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


3 YOKOZUNA 
550, Samoa 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


a RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 

Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
5 RON SIMMONS 

260, Perry, GA 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 


6 CRUSH 
310, Honolulu, HI 


Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 


7 STEVE AUSTIN 
241, Dallas, TX 
Last issue: unrated 

8 TERRY FUNK 
247, Amarillo, TX 
Last issue: unrated 
DIESEL 
356, Las Vegas, NV 


Last issue: No. 8 Most Hated 


10 STEVE REGAL 
247, Blackpool, England 


Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 
TERRY FUNK 
(C) 247, Amarillo, TX 
1—SABU 
(1) 220, Bombay 
2—SHANE DOUGLAS 
(2) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 
3—TASMANIAC 
(3) 221, Tasmania 
4—MR. HUGHES 
(4) 308, Kansas City, KS 
5—AXL ROTTEN 
(5) 302, Philadelphia, PA 
6—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
(6) 252, Boston, MA 
7—TOMMY DREAMER 
(7) 245, Yonkers, NY 
8—TOMMY CAIRO 
(8) 257, Philadelphia, PA 
9—THE SANDMAN 
(9) 244, Philadelphia, PA 


10—THE SHEIK 
(10) 233, Saudi Arabia 


For period ended March 22, 1994 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 


point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


ICWA: ICWA Champion—Jumbo Barretto; 1—Frankie Rose; 2—Surgeon 
General; 3—Sonny T; 4—Kenny Kendall; 5—Rico Fredrico; 6—Lanny Poffo; 
7—Jammin' Johnny; 8—Coconut Kid; 9—Bill Payne; 10—Cuban Assassin. 
IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Tito Santana; 2—Manny 
Fernandez; 3—Cousin Luke; 4—Joe Savoldi; 5—Chris Michaels; 6—Gino 
Caruso; 7—Power Blaster |; 8—Kodiak Bear; 9—Power Blaster Il; 10—LA. 
Gore. 

PWA: PWA Champion—tThe Hater; 1—Nailz; 2—Jerry Lynn; 3—Tommy 
Ferrara; 4—Derrick Dukes; 5—Billy Blaze; 6—Brad Rheingans; 7—Ricky Rice; 
8—Randy Gusto; 9—Masked Jungle Fighter; 10—Hawk. 

PWF: PWF Chompion—ttolian Stallion; 1—George South; 2—Flaming Youth; 
3—Masked Maniac; 4—Cruel Connection Il; 5—Terry Austin; 6—Austin Steele; 
7—Russian Assassin ll; 8—Randy Sledge; 9—Star Ryder; 10—Super Ninja. 
SOUTHERN STATES WRESTLING: SSW Champion—Wayne Rogers; 1—G. 
Q. Stratus; 2—Mike Samson; 3—The Mongolian Stomper; 4—Skyfire; 5— 
Danny Christian; 6—Eddie Golden; 7—Billy Marshall; 8—Alex Shane; 9— 
Keith Hart; 10—Rick Conners. 

USA: USA TV Champion—Bruiser Brian; 1—Lou Andrews; 2—Col. DeBeers; 
3—tarry Oliver; 4—Silver Shadow; 5—Jesse Barr; 6—Dane Rush; 7—John 
Rambo; 8—Jim Pope; 9—Karl Pope; 10—Sumito. 

WWA: WWA Champion—friendly Frank; 1—Boy Gone Bad; 2—Ray 
Odyssey; 3—Abudah Singh; 4—Chris Powers; 5—Ed the Razor; 6-—Duane Gill; 
7—Barry Hardy; 8—The Spider; 9—Akita Kaos; 10—Venom. 
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RatiINGS ANALYSIS 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 20 different categories. It is a 
ee behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for ali wrestling fans 


One big happy family? 1993 was a remarkable year in 
wrestling for many reasons. It’s still hard to believe WWF head 
Vince McMahon actually uttered the name of another wrestling 
promotion on a WWF Monday Night Raw broadcast. But he did 
just that when he mentioned Jim Cornette “from Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling” last summer. 

Since then, The Heavenly Bodies, who have dominated the 
SMW tag team scene of late, have wrestled on many WWF 
cards, while Rick and Scott Steiner took on Tom Prichard and 

Jim Del Ray at several Smoky 
~ | Mountain venues. 

The WWF-USWA talent 
agreement has been well-docu- 
} mented. Jerry Lawler shocked 
}] everyone when he began 
| appearing in the WWF as a 
| wrestler/broadcaster on a part- 
|| time basis more than a year 
ago. Because “The King” 
; 4 quickly became a marked man 
among WWF fan favorites, 
several of them targeted Lawler 
in his hometown of Memphis. 
Bret Hart, Owen Hart, Curt 
Hennig, Randy Savage, 
Tatanka, Giant Gonzales, 
and Crush all appeared at the Mid-South Coliseum in 1993. 

All but Crush and Owen Hart went there specifically to get 
their hands on Lawler. 

More recently, Smoky Mountain and the USWA have 
allowed their wrestlers to compete on each other’s cards. The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express even briefly held the USWA tag team 
title. SMW’s Killer Kyle wreaked havoc at one USWA card, 
outlasting the USWA’s best to win a battle royal. “Dirty White 
Boy” Tony Anthony and “Dirty White Girl” Kimberly also 
competed at a few USWA events. 

Nineteen-time USWA champ Lawler nearly added an SMW 
title to his championship resume last November when then-SMW 
heavyweight champ Brian Lee defended his belt in Memphis. 
Lawler beat “Prime Time” by disqualification. 

The latest news concerning interfederation cooperation came 
in March. That’s when Smoky Mountain held a card in Marietta, 
Georgia, on which four of the WWF’s top stars wrestled. Lex 
Luger defeated Irwin R. Schyster in one exciting bout, The 
Kid pinned rising Southern star Bobby Blaze in another, and 


r erry Lawler 


Owen Hart learned a lesson about family togetherness when he 
and Well Dunn lost to Brian, Scott, and Steve Armstrong. 

Will Schyster, Luger, Kid, Hart, and/or any of their WWF 
cohorts be wrestling on future Smoky Mountain cards? Will 
SMW’s top solo stars—Anthony, Lee, Tracey Smothers, Chris 
Candido, and others—start showing up in the WWF? 

Our sources tell us there are no immediate plans for that to 
happen on a regular basis. For that reason, none of the WWF 
wrestlers appear in the Smoky Mountain rankings in this issue. 

Still, we feel this is a big step in the right direction. 

Welcome to the fold. We’re happy to announce that two new 
wrestling promotions are off to sensational starts. The much-her- 
alded World Wrestling Network held its first TV taping at New 
York’s Manhattan Center on February 28. Shane Douglas, 
Sabu, Terry Funk, Bob 
Orton, Jake Roberts, Paul E. 
Dangerously, Sherri Martel, 
Missy Hyatt, and a host of 
others were on hand. You can 
read more about Jim Croc- 
kett’s latest promotion on 
page 30. 

The International Wrestling 
Association, based in Puerto 
Rico, held its first two cards 
on February 21 and 22. Ricky 
Santana is the first IWA 
North American champion. 

The Bruise Brothers, 
Brian Lee, Kevin Sullivan, 
Stevie Ray, The Headhunters, Tommy Dreamer, and Lou 
Perez also took part. 

With so many great athletes on their talent rosters, why aren’t 
the WWN and the [WA anywhere to be found in our ratings sec- 
tion, you might ask. The reason is simple: We need to see that a 
federation is running cards regularly before we can officially con- 
sider it a major player in the wrestling world. 

As of press time, both the IWA and the WWN had just gotten 
started. 

What about these new kids on the block? Do you think the 
future bodes well for new wrestling promotions? We’re also curi- 
ous as to what you think about the latest developments in inter- 
federation cooperation. What do you think the future holds in 
that area? Give us your opinions. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” 
c/o THE WRESTLER, Box 956, Fort Washington, PA 19034. O 
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a For More Than 25 Years, By 


“| The Most Respected 


Wrestiiagn aqgazine S| For nearly three decades, 
In VA * dSedusstl 2-PAGE COl.OR SECTION! HE WRESTLER . 


es ieee Has kept fans informed... 
: ~ “about every aspect Of the 
at sport! Now, you can 
come a subscriber and 
ave up to 23% off the 
ewsstand cover price! 


© More fulHength articles than any other wres 
; ! 


Magazine anywhere! 
@ An excuisive “O & A” interview with one o 
* ——wrestiing’s top stars! i 


in “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down"! 

yj © “Introducing” a dynamic up-and-coming start 

; @ A “Shotight” photo feature on the career af ¢ 
~~~ the mat’s superstars! 

© On a rotating bimonthly basis: “Beyond 


the veteran reporter examines yesteryear’ | 
classics! 
© Al this—ane more! —every month! 


| ; In WAYS 4 Now, with thre 
S ir O GET Ne , 
. | i ; =: bscrib for one year or more, you . 
Onai 10% off your order!) Here’s 


© Get six issues of THE WRESTLER for $11.70 ee ' 
© Get 12 issues of THE WRESTLER for $19—an 18% sayings off the newsstand 
© Get 24 issues of THE WRESTLER for $36—a 23% savings off the newsstand p 
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Send To: Name 
4 London 
P.O. Box 910 wee, 
Fi. Washington, PA 19034 
: Ce ee 
Yes, | would like to subscribe to THE WRESTLER ee wipe 2 
C1 am enclosing $11.70 for a six-month subscription Please indicate method of payment (Pennsylvania residents, 
Cl am enclosing $19 for a one-year subscription please add 6% sales tax): 
Clam enclosing $36 for a two-year subscription 
O) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Pub- 
LJNew LiRenewal lishing Co.) 
BE ma i eer er ae 
PWI FAN CLUB MEMBERS: 


Expiration Date: J 
MO/YR 


Provide your club membership number take an 
additional 10% off subscriptions of one or two years 


Price offer good in U.S. and Canada only, All other countries: $16.50 for six months ($22.20 airmail); $28.60 for one year ($40 airmail); $55.20 for two years ($78 airmail). For all orders 
outside U.S., international money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 1372/05-93 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated \ Y 


magazine has all the inside information you want 
and it’s only a phone call away. 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the N 
road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 
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Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want | 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN THE U. K. 0891 2997120 


This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-di 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost 
Kingdom is 36p cheap rate and, 48p atvall' ( 

Kids, get your parents’ permissic 
BCM Box 6424, London WEIN 3XX 
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